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TO WHAT DO YOU ASCRIBE YOUR SUCCESS?


If I think of the Milky Way, my "success" seems utterly puny.  So a good sense of proportion - and a sense of humour - are vital for a happy life.  


Having loving parents, ever-critical siblings and a long-time partner who mixes love and criticism in equal measure keeps one on a steady track.  Add to this brilliant teachers, stimulating colleagues and lots of reading and thinking and one has a formula for self-knowledge, self-confidence and a desire to make the world a better place.

Mix into the concoction an upbringing that teaches respect and acceptance of human beings in all of their diversity and also love for animal life, indeed for the whole biosphere.  Add finally a dollop of luck.  Not everyone is blessed with this mixture.  Reflecting on my own good fortune demands action for the disadvantaged and the vulnerable.


