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Introduction

This year marked the twentieth anniversary of the formation of the Bobby Goldsmith Foundation.  For twenty years, the Foundation has been helping people living with HIV to realise opportunities, independence and human dignity.


According to Greek mythology, when Pandora's Box was opened, all of the virtues escaped except for Hope.  Hope remained because it was at the bottom of the box.  Keeping hope and ensuring that it is provided to people living with HIV, their partners, families, friends and loved ones, is part of the vital mission of this Foundation.  In twenty years, it has raised $20 million.  It has assisted 20,000 people.  It has appealed to 20 million Australians so that they realise that HIV/AIDS is not yet over but affects fellow human beings who need hope and help.


During the year, the Governor of New South Wales, Professor Marie Bashir AC and Sir Nicholas Shehadie, marked the achievements and ongoing work of the Foundation by holding a Vice-Regal reception at Government House in Sydney.  The occasion was made still more glamorous by the participation of Jennifer Hawkins, then newly elected as Miss Universe.  She accepted a further title to her crown as one of the Patrons of the Bobby Goldsmith Foundation.


I am proud, with my partner Johan van Vloten, to be a Patron and to support BGF in its vital endeavours.  During the last year, the HIV pandemic has continued to evolve and change.  New people and groups, including in Australia, have been affected by HIV.  This has imposed on the Foundation a duty to strengthen its organisational structure, to introduce a more holistic approach to client needs and to strive for even stronger capacity building so as to able to reach more in need.

I commend this Annual Report.  I congratulate Peter Brennan, the President of the Foundation, Bev Lange, the Chief Executive Officer, the other officers, volunteers and supporters.  One day, HIV will be a footnote to human history.  But that day has not yet come.  So we still need to reach out for hope.  The BGF brings hope and help to thousands.  It deserves our wholehearted support.
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(Justice) Michael Kirby
Patron of BGF
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