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Why is the ICJ and its work so important today? In the so-
d ;‘(.;'!fésh of civilisations, certainly the present international
iins, the rule of law and human rights are subjected to new
eﬂgbs. An important voice of steady principle and wisdom is
afi'o'f j:udges and other jurists. Uniquely, the ICJ mobilises these
formed custodians of national and international law. Since the
was founded, many institutional human rights advocates have
g.’oﬁ' the scene. They are welcome and there is room for many
.- éut the ICJ is the oldest, with a tried and proved record of
'(Which most others lack) to the informed opinions of judges

and- other leading jurists. In today's world, the ICJ is needed as

ot before.

How does ICJ advocacy work have an impact? The impact of

¢1CJ's advocacy work is immeasurable. It is seen in countless

heres. The ICJ presents a galaxy of exceptionally talented people
With'tried and proved credentials of integrity and commitment to the
dEfehQ,i? of the rule of law and human rights. The ICJ members and

are frequently recruited to senior positions as United Nations




ghts itself, universal. The ICJ looks forward, not

's'inQ‘.."eW human rights issues long before most other agencies
gse include the human rights impact of biotechnology and
A matlc-s. The concerns of gender, HIV status and sexuality. The
. anc'e' of economic, social and cuitural rights as well as the
raditional civil and political. The topics of impunity, the
ernational Criminal Court and terrorism. The ICJ has established
thusiastic network of supporters in local sections and affiliates

ghout the world.

_what is unique about the ICJ? The unique feature of the ICJ
its capacity to mobilise highly talentied judges and lawyers
ge:helrally shy away from human rights activism. Yet as leading

s; in-the protection of the rule of law and hurnan rights in their

:éti_bnal human rights law when resolving ambiguities in their
jaj-i-w'_or gaps in its principles. The ICJ is not a group of "fuddy-
judges and lawyers. By sticking to its specialised focus,
fupulously following proper procedures and speaking with the
ity of its members, the ICJ has earned, and deserved, the

a'S'pe'_t;t of the world community. Its advice is listened to in Geneva,







