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eople, culture, the world,
the neighbourhood, hum-
anity, and democracy - all
fine words but what do
they add up to? Taken in isola-
tion, not much, but put them
together and you have a society.
Of sorts. But as our judges in this
year’s Society category comment,
people who challenge the status
quothrough their ideas and their
deeds are the ones who shape the
kind of society we live in.
Sifting through the Austral-
ian community to come up with
our top 10 innovators, think-
ers and doers - often in areas
of society that are typically
under-recognised and usually
considered just too hard - was
a revelation, At a time when
all of us have been forced to
consider what makes for a
“decent” society, a number of
Australians stood out,
“Courage was the number one
quality we were looking for - it
was a search for people who were
prepared to stick their neck out
for the community and to take

a stand,” says category judge
Rhonda Galbally,

This year’s panel was unani-
mous in its view that Austral-
ian society, now more than ever,
needs strong community leaders.

We don't have to agree with them -

but we should be mighty glad
they are out there,

This year’s list and our win-
ner, Robert Manne, reflect the
times we live in, We make no
excuse for this. Tackling the
national moral agenda on issues
such as asylum-seekers, child
abuse and indigenous affairs
is a tough job but, as the panel
said, someone’s got to do it if
we truly want a decent society.
These people do.

Robert Manne may, the judges
said, be seen by some as a colt-
troversial choice but he is a man
who never stops thinking and
right now we need as a society to
be challenged, confronted with
the othet view, to consider.

But we also know that from
little things, big things grow.
Vince McCormack, who works
with the long-term unemployed
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in Tasmarnia, or Dale Spender,
who continues to proveoke but
also act, especially in her com-
mitment to helping homeless
women, have both made tangible
differences to people's lives.

Bottom line, says category
Jjudge Michael Raper, for any
“decent” society is its investrrent
in its social capital. This is built
on trust and commitment, “Much
of this comes from the not-for-
profit, community sector and
more especially from exceptional
people who valunteer their skills,
time and passion for nothing,”
he says.

None of those who have
made the list this year shirks
hard work and, importantly,
they are innovative in the way
in which they have been able to
mobilise grassroots Australia to
their cause.

As eminent scientist and
former Australian of the Year
Sir Gus Nossal once said: “Strong
community leadership is about
creating a heaithy debate when
people don't realise there is any g
thing to argue over.”
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Spender enjoys an
international reputa-
tion for her work in
education and new
technalogy and isa
prominent femnirist
wha has campaigned
for equity in the
workplace. But it

is her most recent
wark with home-
less women that
earns her a place in
this year's Smart
100 #ist. Spender is
one of the found-
ing members of the
Second Chance Pro-
gram, which raises
maney for homeless
women. One of the
program'’s initiatives

Holt was appointed
a University of Mel-
bourne Fellow in
2003. Her briefis
wide but in essence
she is a roving cut-

is the "Purple Credit £ One of the leaders alsa ane of the pio-
Card”, which uses the “ inthe campaign for  neers of attendant
existing system in disability rights, care schemes, where
ways that can benefit Smith is now rede- people with disabili-
womer. The initiative fining the way ties are assisted in
is supported by the discrimination is living inclependently
Bank of Queensland _ M. viewed.and tackled. . in the community.
and a percentage of =Rl Uncler her leader- Smith was one of the
every transaction Chair, Equal  ship, the emphasis at  architects of the Vic-
goes towards giving Cpportunity the EQC has shifted  torian Guardlianship
homeless women Commission, away from individual legislation — the first
a chance to take Victoria cases, to focus on in Australia - and
charge of their lives, the environmental helged deveiop the
to five with dignity barriers that feed first Guardianship
and participate in the discrimination, For and Administration
comimunity. The iri- examgle, people board in Australia
tiative was developed cannot have equal to look after the
when Spender and opportunity to jobs, - interests of people
other women discov- housing and trans- whao are unable,
ered there were only part if they cannot because of disability,
14 beds for homeless get there or getinto %o take care of their
wornen in Brishane. 2 building. Smith is own affairs,
D
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enous education and
social justice. Holt
leacls by example, A

farmer director of the
Centre for Indigenous

Education, at the

tural ambassador and  University of Mel-

public intellectual. It
is the latest rale in
her distinguished 30-
year career in indig-
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bourne, she was born
on Cherbourg Aba-
riginal Settlerment,

Queensland. She was

Ziar

in the first wave of
Abgriginal graduates
in Australia and was
also the first Abo-
rigine to work for the
ABC. Before taking
up her current posi-
tion, Holt was prin-
tipal of Tauondi, an
Abuoriginal Commu-
nity College in Port
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Adlelaide. She has an
international reputa-
tion a5 an advocate
for reconciliation and
for progressing the
human rights agenda
for indigenous Aus-
tralia. She is also
completing a PhD at
Melbourne University
on Abariginal humour.

e

High Court judge,

humanrights
advoeate

MICHAEL KIRBY, AC, CMG

Best known locaily has promoted

45 a controversial
High Court judge,
Kiriry's internatignat
reputation as a
supporter of rights
and refarm contin-
ues o gather pace.
A tourageous
ativacate for human
rights, gay and
leshian rights and a

campaigner for HiV-

AIDS prevention, he
is a member of the

World Health Organ-
isation’s Global Com-
mission an AIDS and

the UNAIDS Global
Reference Group or
HIV-ATDS and

Human Rights, Kirby
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hurman rights
throughout the
world and helped
develop a judicial
training manugzl for
the UN Centre for
Human Rights.
Kirby shews no
signs of slowing
down - in Who's

Who, he lists “work”™

as one of his hob-
bies. He is a tiveless

campaigner, speech-
maker and reformer

who continues to
push Australians
towards accepting
human rights as a
central feature of 2
civil society.

Professor of
psychiatry,
University of
Melbourne,
Director, Orygen
Youth Health

PROFESSOR PATRICK McGORRY
McGorry established  sald: "McGorry

the first Australian
early-intervention
program far young
people at risk of
chrenie mental ill-
ness tr psychosis,
He is a doctor and
community cam-
paigner, initiating
the first coalition of
youth and mental
heatth and commus-
nity service agen-
cies. The coalition,
led by McGorry,
has developed a
campaign to argue
for refarm of men-
tal heaith services
and for increased
funding. The judges
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-heaith reform which

has brought youth
mental health out of
the medical domain
inte the sccial

and community
world - not only by
developing the first
[woridwicle] models
of early diagnosis
and intervention

- but he has spear-
headed a campaign
for youth mental

temants that a
safety net must
envelgp abl young
people who suffer
fram mental illness
regardless of where
they live”






