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I believe in rationality.  It is the supreme and unique characteristic of our species.  Together with love and empathy for others that grow out of rationality, it leads us on - pulling us away from our occasional prejudices and irrational fears.  


Look at the amazing times we live in.  If the first judges who were sworn into office in the High Court of Australia in 1903 could come back, they would find, within the courtroom, much that was familiar.  Yet once they stepped beyond the court door, they would be astonished by what they saw.  Fast cars.  Aeroplanes in great number.  Computers and the internet.  The world of the human genome.  Laser technology and, most fearsome of all, the power of nuclear fission.  The exploration of outer-space.  The images of human beings on the moon.  The deep examination of the oceans.  The coming world of artificial intelligence.  The fantastic knowledge we now have about people everywhere.  Satellite television that brings us brilliant sporting triumphs and wars the other side of the world and tragedies closer to home.


How have these changes come about in the course of a century?  Ironically, some of them are responses to terrible irrationality.  The need to finish off the Second World War and defeat the fascists led to the Manhattan Project and the creation of nuclear weapons.  The need to deliver those weapons by fast rockets produced the potential to explore space.  This presented the necessity for miniaturisation so that the rockets could carry their payloads.  This led, in turn, to the computer.  This led, in its turn, to the mapping of the genome.  Everything, you see, is inter-connected.


So out of crazy irrationality has developed a remarkable world of science and technology.  It contains the products of rational thinking.  Human intelligence has also recognised the need for human cooperation.  To bring peace and security to the planet.  To promote greater economic equity.  To defend individual human rights.  Without cooperation, we might blow ourselves up or radiate our world, destroying all forms of life, leaving everything to the cockroaches or microbes to start the story once again.  Just as the world's previous dominant species, the dinosaurs, were destroyed, leaving the field to humans with their added capacity of conscious rationality.


This is why we need the United Nations.  Annoying as it can sometimes be, the United Nations is our best hope for global cooperation.  It is why we now need international law.  It is why we must defend human rights everywhere.  


At the moment, the world is going through a dangerous irrational phase.  Rationality and temperate values in matters on belief are under challenge.  They are contested by terrorists and by doctrinaire absolutists in every land.  At the heart of many of these challenges lies not, as such, a difference between Islam and other religions.  The deep fault line of contemporary civilisations is found in attitudes to gender, sexuality and human diversity.  There are some who cannot abide the idea of change in these respects.  Typically, they are enemies of rationality.  They deny science.  They are contemptuous of knowledge and enlightenment.  They are profoundly suspicious of technology.  They do not see that rationality is the instrument given to human beings to expand their insight, increase their understanding and promote love and respect for diversity.


Out of our rationality, humanity has studied sexual diversity.  Science has revealed the truth.  For example, it is nature, not an evil passion, that has made some people homosexual.  In the battle between misreadings of the Bible and the discoveries of science, rationality will always win in the end.  So it did against the old beliefs that the earth was the centre of the universe.  Or that the world was created in seven days.  Or that slavery was morally neutral.  Or that people of colour were the progeny of God's wrath on man.


I believe in rationality because it shines a light of scientific truth on our world and on our species.  We can bear the truth.  It will set us free.  Free from irrational hate and exclusion.  Free to love our fellow human beings for what we are, in all of our diversity.  The river of rationality is unstoppable.  We are genetically programmed to quest for its healing waters.  If we heed the rational mind we will save the species, build a better world, defend our environment and respect and love one another.  Exclusion of difference is not the answer.  Inclusion, harmony and love chart the way ahead.  Irrationality is the enemy.  Rationality is our better nature.
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