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ITEM FOR CLARITY

PROMOTION OF CLARITY'S PRESIDENT PETER BUTT


The retiring President of Clarity, Peter Butt, has defied the received wisdom that a prophet is without honour in his own country.  Australia's oldest University, the University of Sydney, has promoted him to a Personal Chair in Law, a rare and much prized accolade.  Until his promotion, Peter Butt was an Associate Professor.


His main discipline lies in land law.  However, in the 1990s, with Professor Eagleson, then of the English Department at the University of Sydney, he helped establish the Centre for Plain Legal Language.  He has pioneered this topic in Australia.


In addition to his teaching and research duties, he is the editor of a regular section in Australia's leading monthly legal journal, the Australian Law Journal.  His articles on "Property and Conveyancing" keep Australian lawyers up to date with developments in land law and practice.  This area of the law has recently become even more complex in Australia because, following decisions of the High Court of Australia, recognition has been given to the 'native title' rights of the indigenous people, Australian Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders.  Professor Butt has played a key role in analysing and explaining for lawyers and others the process of grafting the new notions onto traditional common and statutory law affecting property rights.


Quite frequently, as befits the President of Clarity, Peter Butt has used his columns in the ALJ to promote the objects of Clarity.  In a recent issue of that Journal, he described the progress that had been made in the past decade:  P Butt, "Plain Language in Conveyancing and Property Documents" (2003) 77 ALJ 345.  He acknowledges the resistance to plain English in a number of judicial and other circles but also the defects of some attempts at plain language documents and statutes.  But he concludes on a note of optimism.  Collected in the article are about fifty very simple hints on "the elements of plain language".  They should be on the pinboard of every judge and practising lawyer.


Professor Butt's professional promotion, in a year in which he has served as President of Clarity, is a personal recognition for a fine scholar and a powerful Antipodean exponent of an important new idea in the law.
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