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W - A CAREER OF GREAT OPPORTUNITIES l ?
o Hon Justice Michael Kirby AC CMG '

to the description of its early days, nothing much had changed by the time | started my studies. The lectures, ]

; recreations and the preporation for a life in the legal profession, as deseribed, were all basically the same,

share. Even today, | am the only Justice of the High Court whose entire education wes in public schools,

although it is in those schools that 65% of Australia's population is educated.

1950s were days of hysteria ogainst communists. My grandmother had remarried and her new husband was

o communist, He had fought at Gallipoli and won the Military Cross. A braver, nobler and more humane
man | never met. The earlier attempts, by law, to ban the Australion Communist Pary and penalise :
tommunists had come unstuck in the 1951 decision of the High Court in the Communist Party Case and in the ;
referendum of the electors that followed. These events taught me that law and hysteria were o very dangerous
{ mix. Law had an important function to protect minorities. It did not always succeed; but in the matter of

Eommunists, it struck an important blow that left an indelible mark on my memory and on my concept of law.

My sexudlity also taught me how oppressive the law could samefimes be to decent people: stigmatised and
punished for being themselves. My low school days were fimes when Australian law was less than just to

é\boriginols, women, Asian Australians, people of colour, goys and other groups.

n nearly half a century, since | was at law school, we have improved the attitudes of the legal profession,
legal education and the content of Australian law. But things are kil far from perfect. Blokiness and the
patriarehy shill exist in our profession, its institutions and the law we practise. Doubtless, there are sl

" injustices perpetrated in the name of law which we do not even recognise. Back in 1958 most people at law

" school would have been blissfully unarware of the legal injustices suffered by the groups that | have named.
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gooa news Is that lawyers can play a leading part In saciely in correcting wrongs, righting injustice and

aciety work. It puts the hands of its practitioners on the levers of state power. Whether they venture into

Pubhc service, become caprams of mclus!ry, pursue o life as an advocate or as a solicitor or make their

lected President of the International Court of Justice. Writing in 1939, before all these laurels were won,

bierved: "The law ... is a Fickle jade, ond she has not treated all her suitors dlike, ner indeed in

pe'is that the new generation of law students and graduates will make the most of their chanees.
Y will absorb, and carry into the world, attiudes that are less blokey, mare universal and more sensitive
rongs that law can sometimes do. With such values in mind, they will surely devote some part of their

fo ]qw reform, to their professmnal somehes, to infernational voluntary aid or to the ugencms of the
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