
Help others. That's what I learnt at Fort Street.
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wrote to my mother, I will never give
money to the beggars because if you
give money to the beggars, you will
only encourage them. My mother
wrote me a very wise letter and said
that it's a stupid thing to say, because
it doesn't hurt to give something to
other people. I think she was right
and I was wrong, and if I were in In­
dia, I will try to help others. That's
what I learnt at Fort Street. Help oth­
ers.

The full transcript of the Interviews wIth
Justice Michael Kirby and Mr George
Rezcallah will be available at
http://intreplx.trlpod.com/from
December 22. Please note that this sIte
Is operated Independently of the school.

dam for those who want to go to law
school?
MK: The most important thing in life
is to live a full, rich and happy life, to
find a companion, or companions in
life who love you and who you love
and to make the most of the very pre­
dous gift which life is. But One aspect
which improves the lives of clever
intelligent people is if they are ful­
filled in the work they do. Therefore,
it is important to strive and try to
make the most of your gifts.
NB: What would you do if you had
only ten dollars, like your last ten
dollars? What would you do with it?
MK: I would give it to the poor. I go
to India quite often, and in India
there are many beggars, and lance
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the International Bioethics Commit­
tee, which is going to be looking at
the issue of the human genome. So
my life is full of very interesting
activities, but it's a lot of work, and in
life, you don't get anywhere by sit­
ting on your bottom. You've got to
get up and get on with it, and strive
to achieve and make the world a bet­
ter place. 1hls isn't triumphalism.
This isn't the triumphalism that ex­
isted when I was at school. 'fhts is
service to other people, trying to
make the world better, especially for
minorities, especially for the
disadvantaged. That's our duty as
educated, civilised people.
NB: Do you have any words of wis-

in the state of New South Wales in
the leaving certificate in Modem His~

tory. And I think if I had my life over
again, I might be a professor of his­
tory, because I love history, and in
my spare time, I never read law; I
read history books.
NB: What can't you say no to?
MK: I can't say no to work. I can't
say no to requests to come to the
school or to go to interesting func·
Hons. I launched a wonderful book
recently by Nance Irvine, and it was
very crowded at the Glebe bookshop.
There were hundreds of people, and
it was a great occasion, 50 I have lots
of friends in this country and over­
seas, and I am going tomorrow to
Montreal in Canada for a meeting of
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