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It is music that brought Peter Lasky and me together.  We do not always agree about music, or other things for that matter.  For instance, he is passionately in favour of twentieth century music.  I am sceptical of most music after 1911 (when Gustav Mahler died).  But we both agree on Mahler, so that was a good start to our relationship.


Peter Lasky has led an interesting life.  He arrived in Australia on the Dunera and was one of the gifted Jewish and other anti-Nazi refugees who were received in Australia at that time.  Sadly, there were not enough of them.  The map on the wall at the Anne Frank Huis in Amsterdam tells the story.  Of the refugees at that time, Australia took very few indeed.  There are, perhaps, lessons for us in that map for the current times.  But we did receive Peter Lasky.  And that was to the good fortune of Australia.


Peter Lasky has given much back to his adopted country.  He served in a non-combatant unit during the Second World War.  He was sworn as a Justice of the Peace exactly fifty years ago.  He took an active part in music.  He remains dedicated to promoting musical appreciation.  Lately, he has been involved in the promotion of the Magna Carta and in Australia's better knowledge and appreciation of the importance of that document for the establishment of constitutionalism amongst all of the English-speaking countries and beyond.


Any story of a migrant to Australia necessarily carries with it lingering memories of the homeland.  A migrant's spirit, and especially that of a refugee, is forever divided.  A part is inevitably left in another place.  Those Australians who have never suffered such a severance do well to read of the lives of those who have.  They will then better appreciate their own good fortune and the many blessings of their country.  They will become determined to preserve the best in Australian life, its culture, constitution, conventions and laws.  And they will also better appreciate the contributions to Australian life of people such as Peter Lasky.

Michael Kirby
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