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I am proud to be the patron of this great choir.  When they came out at interval dressed in black garbage bags they looked just like the Justices of the High Court of Australia in their current robes.  But when they ripped away the black and emerged in all their laminated glory, in sparkling pink sequins, they gave me a devilishly good idea for a new judicial uniform for Canberra.


There are only three things for a patron to say on an occasion like this.  


First, I want to thank Her Excellency the Governor, Professor Marie Bashir.  This is the second occasion, since she took up office this year, that Her Excellency has attended activities of the gay and lesbian community.  Earlier in the year she spoke to the Sydney Gay and Lesbian Business Association Gala Dinner.  It was a right royal affair under Vice Regal patronage.  What a long way we have come since the days of Police Commissioner Delaney, police entrapment and the notorious crimes that were used to oppress us in the past.  I remember coming to this Town Hall as a boy when Sir Eugene Goosens conducted the Sydney Symphony Orchestra from this stage.  He was hounded from Australia because of his private sexual life.  And I remember world famous pianist Claudio Arrau playing in this place, only to be entrapped later, not far from here, because of his sexuality.  So we have come a distance. 


Your Excellency knows, from your scientific life, how wrong-headed it is to oppress and discriminate against people on the grounds of their sexuality.  Unfortunately, as everyone in this hall knows, there are still discriminatory laws: Criminal laws.  Superannuation laws.  To name but a few.


Many politicians run a mile from facing these facts.  But the Governor symbolises all the people.  Not just the majority.  The essence of a true democracy is that it protects and upholds the equality and dignity of its minorities.  The Governor's presence recognises the diversity of the Australian community.  We are grateful.


Secondly, I want to say how glad I am to be here with so many leaders of the gay and lesbian community, their families and friends.  The days of "Don't ask.  Don't tell" are coming to an end in our country.  But it takes people of leadership to make their fellow citizens face up to the reality that homosexual people are everywhere.  They always have been.  We always will be.  We are not going away.  We are here to say.  Get used to it.


I am proud to be here with my co-patron, Julie Macrossan.  We all listen to the ABC, SBS and other media.  We expect, we demand, that they fairly present all sectors of the community and put an end to stereotypes.  


I am also proud to be here with Ian Roberts.  You can trade ten judges for one out football hero.  That really shatters the stereotypes.  Judges, after all, do their work in long frocks.  Ian Roberts is an icon of courage and integrity.  We have even discovered tonight that he has a big future as a singer!  


Increasing numbers of sports people are acknowledging their sexuality.  So are people in all walks of life.  A few days ago an airline pilot in charge of a mighty jet and with the responsibility of hundreds of lives depending on him, strode down the corridor of the plane to express solidarity with me.  There must, and will, be more of this.  And then it will become less acceptable, and less possible, for laws to discriminate and for society to stigmatise people on the grounds of their sexuality.  It is irrational.  It has to stop.  Immediately.


Thirdly, I want to pay tribute to the Sydney Gay and Lesbian choir.  They are a living symbol of the community.  They win prizes for their professional talent in the most unlikely places.  From diverse backgrounds and experience, they show a public face of talent, dedication and unison.  There is something special about a choir.  It is almost spiritual.


They have been doing this in good times and bad times for a decade.  They have sung at Christmas functions and church services; at sporting events and on occasions when we remembered our friends with HIV and lost friends rejected by others but never by us.  


Their last song before the finale is "Our Precious Lives."  It was written by two talented members of the Choir.  It tells the story of being thrown out of church choirs.  But then they joined this Choir and have sung at Uniting Church and other spiritual functions since.  How sad it is that so much suffering in our world today is done in the name of religion.  This is false religion, distorted religion.  But rationality, science, true spirituality and freedom will triumph.  


We will go out from here after this concert with the harmonious sounds of the choir ringing in our ears.  From Bruckner to "Putting on the Ritz."  It is an amazing talent.  But what we will specially remember are the lyrics of "Somewhere" – Somewhere there is a place for us, and it is everywhere.  We will remember the words of the freedom song that kicked the concert off.  And we will remember the words of our national anthem that acknowledged the presence of the Governor.  We will recall its words.  Advance Australia Fair!
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