The Hon Justice David Hodgson 


The Chief Judge in Equity of the Supreme Court of New South Wales resigned that commission upon his appointment on 23 April 2001 as a permanent Judge of Appeal in the Court of Appeal of New South Wales.  


Justice Hodgson was educated at the Sydney Grammar School and the University of Sydney.  He graduated LLB with First Class Honours.  At university, he developed a reputation for lethal capacities not only in the classroom but also on the tennis court.  He put both of these talents to good use, being elected Rhodes Scholar for New South Wales in 1962.  In the same year he served as Associate to Justice Windeyer of the High Court.  He proceeded in due course to Oxford University where he took the DPhil degree.  His much praised thesis was published in 1967 as Consequences of Utilitarianism.  

On his return to Australia, Justice Hodgson commenced practice at the New South Wales Bar in 1965.  In 1969 he became assistant editor of this Journal, a post he held until 1976.  He was appointed Queen's Counsel in 1979.  His appointment as a Judge of the Supreme Court of New South Wales in 1983 followed swiftly and naturally.  He was appointed to the Equity Division in 1984 and elevated to Chief Judge in Equity in 1997.  


Meantime, Justice Hodgson developed a keen interest in the mind/brain question.  He wrestled with this and related topics, in comparison to which even the problems of equity law paled into insignificance.  Not content with simply wrestling, he began to put his thoughts on paper, allegedly on the train journeys to and from court each day.  The result was The Mind Matters, published in 1991 which was received with dazzling reviews by scientists around the world.  At scientific conferences where no Australian lawyer has ever been heard of, Hodgson is revered. Readers interested to see this aspect of the judge's writing can read his essay "Guilty Mind or Guilty Brain? Criminal Responsibility in the Age of Neuroscience" (2000) 74 ALJ 661.  


Justice Hodgson was married in 1964 to Raewyn Land.  They have two sons and a daughter.  He still players tennis lethally and is a person who mixes gently one of the sharpest intellects in the service of the courts in Australia with a genuine humility and approachableness.  He will be an ornament to the Court of Appeal.
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