The Hon Mr Justice Peter Young
The general editor of this Journal has been elevated to the office of Chief Judge in Equity in succession to Justice David Hodgson.  


Mr Justice Young was born and educated in Sydney, attending the Sydney Church of England Grammar School and the University of Sydney were he was awarded the degree of Bachelor of Laws.  His life has remained intertwined with the Anglican Church of Australia and the law into both of which he has thrown himself with the gusto evident to a wide audience since he took over the editorship of the Journal in 1992.


He had a very busy practice at the Bar.  But he found time to serve on the NSW Bar Council from 1975 until his appointment as a Judge of the Supreme Court of New South Wales in 1985.  He rose to be Vice President of the Bar Council between 1981 and 1985.  Somehow he also found the time to serve on the Barristers' Admission Board, on the Law Faculties of the Universities of Sydney and New South Wales (1978-81) and to write several notable books (Declaratory Orders 1975, 1984 is probably the best known but there are many) to edit well known works (The Australian editor of Fisher and Lightwood on Mortgages, jointly) and to supervise the publication of several services such as the NSW Supreme Court Practice and District Court Practice (1975 - 84).  He is now a member of the Faculty of Law of the University of Newcastle.  


All this was insufficient for the energies of Mr Justice Young.  He has served on countless bodies of the Anglican Church.  Since 1979 he has been a member of the Canon Law Commission and, since 1982, of the Church Constitution Commission.  In 1978 he was appointed Chancellor of the Anglican Diocese of Bathurst.  


In his judicial work, Mr Justice Young soon became legendary for his insistence on the same high standards on the part of legal practitioners as he exacted from himself.  He earned admiration for emulating the policy of Sir George Jessel MR in proceeding, even in very complicated matters, to give immediate judgment ex tempore wherever this was possible.  To do this requires great self assurance, command of legal principle, and much preparation.  


Mr Justice Young is a traditionalist in some matters.  For example, in a recent observation he listed the Red Book Case (Wyle v Attorney-General for New South Wales (at the relation of Ashelford (1949) 78 CLR 224) as his favourite High Court decision.  This can doubtless be put down to his church interests as it has not featured on the top of the pops of anyone else.  On the other hand, as his monthly comments in these pages show, he is often disarmingly open to new ideas.  Recently, for example, he suggested recently that in some cases, where there were competent counsel, it might be enough to discharge the judicial duty of giving reasons to adopt (with any amendments or alterations necessary) counsel's submissions: Homestake Gold of Australia Ltd v Peninsula Gold Pty Ltd (1996) ACSR 67 at 79-80.  This idea is canvassed in a recent review of Appellate Courts and the Management of Appeals in Australia by Professor Brian Opeskin (AIJA, 2001 p 96).  


Still brimming over with ideas and energy, Mr Justice Young's appointment as Chief Judge in Equity will be widely welcomed including far from his own jurisdiction.  He married Pamela Lyons in 1965 and they have two sons and a daughter.  The only discoverable flaw in his character to date is an eccentric devotion to transport history that has lasted for decades and shows alarming signs of becoming engrained.  
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