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Dr Gavan Griffith AO QC


The past Solicitor-General of the Commonwealth, Dr Gavan Griffith, retired from that office in 1998 following a service of 15 years.  During that time he argued some of the most important constitutional and other cases to come before the High Court.  He was one of the authors of the cross-vesting legislation upheld in Gould v Brown (1998) 193 CLR 346 but struck down in Re Wakim; Ex parte McNally (1999) 73 ALJR 839.  One of the last important cases which he argued as Solicitor-General was Wik Peoples v Queensland (1996) 187 CLR 1.  Dr Griffith was named an Officer of the Order of Australia in 1990. 


In the course of his duties as Solicitor-General, as is customary with that office, Dr Griffith took part in many international activities including as delegate to, and later Vice-Chairman of, the United Nations International Trade Law Organisation (UNCITRAL) and as a member, and later Chairman, of the panel of legal experts of INTELSAT.  He was agent and counsel for Australia in two proceedings before the International Court of Justice at the Hague, namely those brought by Nauru against Australia and the Nuclear Weapons Case.  He was Australia's delegate at the Hague Conference on the Recognition and Enforcement of Judgments.  


In recognition of his services to the relationship between Austria and Australia, the Government of Austria, with the permission of the Australian Government, has conferred upon Dr Griffith the high honour of Groszes Goldenes Ehrenzeichen mit dem Stern für Verdienste um die Republik Österreich.  This is the Grand Decoration of Honour in Gold with Star for service to the Republic of Austria.  It represents a signal recognition of the high standing which Dr Griffith enjoys in the many international circles to which his duties have taken him.  UNCITRAL (to which Sir Anthony Mason as Solicitor-General was Australia's first delegate) is based in Vienna.  The performance of international duties is now a usual part of the functions of the Solicitor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia.
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