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General tips for a successful, happy and rewarding life


Long ago, in the 1950s I was a Cub and for a short time a Boy Scout.  I am proud of that time.  Since then big changes have come over the world, Australia and scouting.  One of the changes relates to the growing demand for the protection of human rights of everyone, without discrimination.  Australians are leaders in the world struggle for human rights.  It is impossible to have a successful, happy and rewarding life if you oppress the human rights of others or if you suffer the loss of your own human rights and human dignity.  


That is why scouting in Australia today enriches the lives of its participants by upholding the rights and dignity of women as well as men.  Of members of all ethnic communities including Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders and not just Australians of Anglo-Irish descent.  Of people of colour and not just whites.  Of gays and lesbians and not just straights.  Of the physically and mentally impaired, and not just sporting heroes.  A recent court case in New Jersey in the United States made this point by unanimously upholding the entitlement of an openly gay Scout to remain in the Association.  Scouting, like Australia, is for all people.  A successful life comes from the good old fashioned scouting values of hard work, discipline, loyalty and cooperation.  But it also comes, today, from rejecting discrimination and defending anyone who is suffering because of discrimination.

Specific tips for the theme days


As people living in a much blessed country, I suggest that Scouts in Australia should turn their attention to how they can promote human rights and human dignity at home and respect for human rights and dignity everywhere in the world. In the age of cyberspace and jumbo jets, each man and woman of the world is, our neighbour.  If the Olympic spirit is debased into purely Australian nationalism with demands for more gold for Australian participants, we will have forgotten the real purpose of the Olympic movement which is similar in many ways to the basic purpose of scouting:  to build community instead of division.  To promote justice in the place of crude power.  To encourage the things that humanity shares in common in the place of individual selfishness and aggressive  national pride.  Scouting is an international movement.  Its attitudes and outlook should be international and modern.  This is why scouting is inextricably concerned with the world-wide movement for human rights and non-discrimination.
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