1533

MEDIA SUMMARY

Embargo Thursday 29 July 1989, 8 p.m.

OR GREATER AWARENESS OF AUSTRALIA'S CONSTITUTIONAL




ing Charles I, 350 years ago. He pointed out that, earlier in

_-Presidents, President Clinton of the United States and

haries | of England in 1649.

'In. the land of the two Carolinas and where the Charles
River makes its icy way to the Atlantic past Boston - the
amatic events of King Charles's frial in 1649 would have
yeen in the collective memory of the Founders who wrote
he: American impeachment clauses. The trial of the king
srovided for them a demonstration of the need to have a
constitutional Ero_cedure to remove an elected head of state
who was to inherit so many of the then powers of the British
onarch. But it also stood as a warning ... against the
; a‘ngmfg mood of popular opinion which wouid imperil the
e of the head of state and render it susceptible to ill-

sidered partisan passions, distorting the law and due
cess”.

Ustrafian constitutional change




archy was revived. But the monarchy which was
d was a different kind of monarchy: a monarchy over
he people had asserted their will in a most telling and
akable way. In a sense the Cromwellian republic laid
ound for, and thus ensured the survival of, a
utional monarchy respectful of the Tpower of

... There would be no going back. The people
those who claimed to represent them, had
nstrated to all future monarchies and leaders their
ate power”.

ree-and a half centuries ago”. Although the republic
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Without the trial of ... King [Charles [] it is inconceivable that
evolution of 1688 would have taken place. Yet it is
at revolution which finally established the system of limited
weonstitutional monarchy as a conditional and generally
bolic form of government, always ultimately answerable
he will of the people. ... Without [thaf] revolution there
1ld: probably have been no American revolution in 17786,
ithout that revolution, the Australian colonies would
bly not have been established, for there would have
o real need for them. If they had been, the Australian
titution, so profoundly influenced by the American
I, would have had a substantially different form. The
rtance of the assertion of parliamentary power - even so
Iiregularly exercised - in the trial and execution of the King
forchigh treason and high misdemeanours cannot therefore
be:overstated. 1t gives the basic shape and content to the

titutional principles of Britain, the United States and
0st countries of the Commonwealth of Nations to this day”.









