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_With elections coming and with some politicians falling over

aach:other to up the ante in a law and order "auction", this is a book

acluality. The result is a potent brew of editorial hectoring and a




-':he‘ authors are at pains to demonstrate that crime, like the
ori(and it is not coincidental), has always been with us. So have
demons used to sirike alarm in the hearts of ordinary law abiding

it e,ns'._--The "ticket of leave" men in the 1830s. The "larrikins" in

905 The razor gangs of the 1930s. The bodgies and widgies
950s. And now the youths who "roam the streets” declaring
n society”, wearing baseball caps back to front. The authors
w-that demonology is never far from the surface in the popular

mages of crime.

Much attention is paid by the authors to the political scene in
:hi‘_ted States because of their fear that, from that country will
o'“ p_}y.come Australia's political responses to law and order.
$Idént Bush demolished Governor Dukakis in the campaign of
ith the aid of advertisements accusing the latter of being
pe "orj‘aily responsible for the violent crimes of Willie Horton, who

een released from prison when Dukakis was Governor of




husetts. Bush's advertisement featured a menacing mug-
otiofs Horton, an African American, cleverly used to play on
unity --hostility and fear. . By the time President Clinton
Hgéd Mr Bush, he had learned well from this experience. He
amised, and later delivered, a $US30 billion law and order crime

This introduced into federal law in the United States a "three

was to die". This is the politics of law and order in the United

The authorise urge that we should not go down the same

fet by reference to the promises of Australian politicians in
ral campaigns of the 1880s, Hogg and Brown suggest that an

éntical competition for a "virile image" has caught on here. They

: in governmental control over those who break the law.
i_.lggest that a metaphor for this imbalance, produced by an

economic ascendancy in policy-making in Australia, can be seen in




.amounts syphoned off by notorious corporate high-fliers. In

ase the shareholders in Bell Resources lost $1.76 billion which,

ointed out, represented approximately 18 months of

in.their book, the answer seems to be: not a lot. The
sequence, they predict, wilt be an escalation in "uncivil politics",
attacks on judges, repeated demands for the "quick fix" which cannot
eI_:i.vered, and the marginalisation of various groups who

S'(itUte most of the business of the police and the ¢riminal courts.

The authors insist that the only real basis for sound policy on
iinal law is empirical data. Statisficians are denounced for being
f touch with popular opinion. Anyone who disagrees with the
iét editorialist has his or her professional competence
iléhged and now, increasingly, must face distraught refatives and

victims of crime.




The final section of the books lists other strategies which may
_dbp’ted in rethinking the response to crime. The authors
Ael initiatives which have been taken overseas, and in
Aﬁstrélia,' to reduce the incidence of crime. Some initiatives invoke
i_d_.of technology. Computers, for example, are also being called
'Seﬁ:ice to trace stolen property, whether cars or goods
eposited with pawnshops. Restrictions on the availability of
have undoubtedly contributed to the much lower rates of
Cide in Australia than in other societies where such weapons
6_‘re readily accessible. The apparent growth in the use of
s carried by young people presents a new challenge to the

imagination of those designing effective programmes of crime

i

evention.




AU . i
‘gemand quick-fix solutions.






