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Ssociation (IBA) has published a useful compitation of basic texts of

h,u,manrfights instruments.

ng lawyer. it is a sign of the times - and of the progress made
e 1948 - that a professional body such as the IBA has
tablished its Human Rights Institute and that the latter has now

.,b!lS_ﬁed this work. The HRI includes amongst its objects the




of\.;,',human rights principles. The texts are divided,

oL_ugh-; into two parts. Part 1 collects the instruments




“against Australia in Toonen v Australia (UN Doc

?iC/SO/DMBBHQQZ (1994)). That complaint concerned the then




‘The isolation of Asia and Oceania in this regard is now

‘ stark relief. If this publication encourages lawyers in the

i the 1970s being but the most vivid instance in this

1t 2 of the book collects usefully the instruments developed

efull_!to have the collection of United Nations and other
nst r’hé'nts;-'on the standard minimum rules for the treatment of
‘as well as particular instruments relevant to juvenile
's'.i} The collection differentiates between those rules which
ound in treaties to which states can subscribe and "soft law” of

rivational community constituted by resolutions of the General




"T,\ése-mbly of the United Nations or other international or regional

. The second section of Part 2 collects instruments relevant to
orture and enforced disappearance. The third contains the
ﬁs'truments dealing with crimes against international law, including
heia" Geneva Contentions 1 to IV and United Nations Treaties on

Géh‘ocide, Crimes Against Humanity, War Crimes and the Crime of

artheid.

The final section of the book contains various instruments
éting to international cooperation in criminal matters. These
liustrate the remarkable network of law and institutions which has
en developing in recent years. There are various documents
ealing with extradition, principally within the Council of Europe. The
system available within the Commonwealth of Nations is not
ncluded. Instruments on mutual legal assistance, the transfer of
roceedings and the transfer of prisoners are there. The book closes
wifh materials relevant to the international tribunals which have
cently been established to deal with major international crimes.
These include the statute of the International Tribunal for Human
ﬁiights Violations in the Former Yugoslavia, that on the International
't?unal for Rwanda, the rules of procedure observed in these two
‘IT_I_’téljJnaIs and the draft statute for the International Criminal Court.
Th'e_‘.last-mentioned has now been overtaken by the statute which
was finally adopted by the meeting of plenipotentiaries in Rome on
:i‘._lu!y 1988 (A/Conf.183/C.1/L.76/Add1-15).




The editors of this work teach law at universities in Scotland.
Ve '_.a\i‘e provided a considered and readable overview of 41 pages
describe the historical development of the legal protection of
in -rights by international law, the relationship between

ierational human rights law and domestic law (with special

tibn_.to the position in the United Kingdom and the United States

merica) and some descriptive notes on general features of

détional human rights .law which are designed to help lawyers
efst_and some of the controversies that surround this area of
_ur_ée;- The final section of the editors' introduction deals with the
the network of international conventions, resolutions and other
struments can be enforced by complaint to reporting mechanisms

b,yl.invocation of international and adjudicatory bodies. Special

ductory comments of the authors might be helpful, for example,




to the jurisprudence on the domestic application of

human rights norms of Australia (eg Mabov

i_éht'not yet command majority judicial acceptance, it could be

?' ffi_r.ﬁ‘legal practitioners to have reference to judicial and




emic material in the interaction between international and

es{ic law in this area. It is developing very fast. In a book

rl_t'might also be helpful if the editors were to list the principal
té:é materials for the jurisprudence which is growing around the
ma;::n'ational and regional instruments and fo describe how
'ifioners can find access to materials such as the décisions of
ke United Nations Human Rights Committee or the European Court
uman Rights. Increasingly courts in all parts of the world are
ling:upon this material in their decisions. Reference could also

.be given to Internet sources of the texts.

Finally, it would be extremely helpful if the next edition were to

entain a thorough index at this one does not. This would permit

r}g,-ihe costs of publication by the production of smaller regional

difions might be worthwhile.

These suggestions apart, the initiative of the IBA and its

ai‘ilRights Institute is to be applauded. It is surely a reassuring




‘éveiopment that the world-wide body representing practising
:;r‘e:rs should have commissioned this book in the hope that it will
ad its way onto the shelves of the IBA's members. Only if books
};é,.tihis are on legal shelves will the extraordinary developments of

efhétional human rights law be translated from fine aspirations,

'xpréssed in the noble language of treaty texts and conference
lutions into practical application for the protection of human
"ghté of clients. The framework of legal principle has been built
unng the past fifty years. The challenge of the next fifty years will
arly be to improve the mechanisms for upholding these principles.
_(-:_ééionatly those mechanisms will be international courts, tribunals
?éin'lc'ii-' bommittees. in the nature of things, it seems more likely that
fy‘fwill usually be the courts of domestic jurisdiction utilising their
hfconstitutional, statutory and common law techniques 1o breathe

fe. ;hto the universal human righis principles.
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