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from the Chancellor, one of the famous sons of the law in India. |
ceive it in the company of Chief Justice Ismail Mohamed, Chief

ustice of South Africa. He has been a formidable warrior for the rule

' Justice of the High Court of Australia. President of the
International Commission of Jurists. Honorary Vlsitlng Professor
_of Law at the National Law School University of India, Bangalore.




jaw and for respect for human rights through the law. | receive it

udy. | would have been so embarrassed if | had failed. The other
aduates earned their recognition by work and tests. The only way |
Ycan.earn it is by renewing my dedication to friendship between
stralian lawyers and colleagues in India and by commitment to this

é;_ University.

Having myseif been a University Chancellor in Australia , | know
'_1.:too well that words utteréd on occasions such as this are rarely
énjrembered. No Polonian advice, no jest, no nostalgic reminiscence
vill be recalled a few days from now. Yet we share this occasion as
récious moment in our lives. It is a time to pause and to reflect

pon the past and to think about the future.




.- | have chosen to speak to you about three little words. In my
outh there was a song called "Three Little Words"'. Those three
jmds were "l love you". In a sense, they are still the most important
Wbrds of human existence. They reflect the central moral dimension
&f human life. They mirror the quest of human beings to comprehend
heir own existence in relation to other living things, particularly other
h‘uman beings, with whom we share our brief span of fiery existence
m he great dark ocean of eternity. On such an occasion, all of us,
he graduates, should reflect upon the people we love or have loved.
We' should express our thanks to our family, friends and teachers.
The advice of the song "Three Little Words" is not entirely

nappropriate to a occasion such as this.

In 1776 Thomas Jefferson penned the three ideas of the
American Revolution in the Declaration of Independence. They were,
you will remember, "'Iife, liberty and the pursuit of happiness”. Those
;?:rds remain a pretty good definition of the proper objectives of
g'{mrernment,society and the law - as true of India and Australia as in

he United States and everywhere else,

But now, | want to look forward. The three words | wish to

-mention to my fellow graduates concern the world and the legal

By Kalmar and Ruby. The song was originally used in Check and
Double Check {1930}, and subsequently re-used in the Kalmar and
Ruby biographical musical, Three Little Words {1950).




ofession which they are entering. Draw, if you will, upon my

perience. My prognostications can also be summed up in three

HINKING BIG

The first is globalism. This is an idea which was certainly not
entioned at my first graduation in law in Sydney, Australia thirty-
ve years ago. The law was then wholly confined to a particular
urisdiction. Now we are entering a new millennium in which éur

b_yntries' [aws will have to adapt to international law. This will apply

o India as to South Africa, Australia and every other land. Seeing
he law with a strictly local perspective will change as law is
n"éreasingly moulded to a global environment. The duty of lawyers
will be to develop local law and to do so in harmony with

aternational law,

This simple truth was brought home to me a decade ago and,
it happens, here in Bangalore. | attended a conference summoned
y: the former Chief Justice of India, Justice Bhagwati. The
iBanga/ore F’rmijm"es2 {aid down rules apt to an age of globalisation of
the law. Of course, the first duty of every lawyer and judge is to

pply the local law. But if that law is ambiguous, if an Act of

- (1988) 14 Commonwealth Law Bufletin 1196; (1988) 62
Austrafian LJ 531,




rliament can have two meanings, if the common law is uncertain,
o.duty of lawyers of the coming millennium will be to try to resolve
he.ambiguities and to fill the gaps by reference to international legal

ciples.

Such a global approach to law is entirely appropriate to the
world of intercommunicating fax machines, of jumbo jets and
;ét llites. It is right for the world of great international challenges
h- as HIV/AIDS, the human genome project and the global
bdnomy. Lawyers of the future must pilay their part in this
déptation of local law to international law. This is a lesson | learned
Bangalore a decade ago. [t is a lesson | have practised in my work

sa judge in Australia. [t is a lesson for all of us.

- 8o my first little word to the new law graduates is globalism.
tink big.  You are‘no fonger a prisoner of your own jurisdiction -
ven one as mighty, diverse and fruitful as India, Lawyers of the

coming millennium will be lawyers of the world.
UMANITY

The second word is Aumanity. One of the greatest changes
'ét has come upon the world, and upon its legal systems, is the
development of universal human rights law. This movement received
a ‘_tr_emendous impetus from the Second World War and the events
at followed it. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which
fll, next year, celebrate its 50th Anniversary, laid the foundations

for a new world order based upon respect for fundamental human

i
i
i




¥

‘rights.  From that instrument have emerged the great charters of

“the moral obligation never to tolerate departures from fundamental

qights. He was himself a jawyer. He knew how the law could be

éIUaI rights. Human fulfilment requires respect for every human
being and for their dignity and the protection of their fundamental

ghts. Law has a part in securing these ends.

In India, by the decisions of your courts, judges and lawyers
Help to teach the world that the rule of law works. That democracy
Wworks. That fundamental human rights are not inconsistent with
conomic, technological and social progress. On the contrary, they
are essential to their lasting success. It will be the privilege of the
new graduates to carry this message into the next century and to be

example to a watching world.

ERVICE




The third word | offer is service. In the midst of ail the

echnology and globalism and the struggie for universal rights, it is
gasy to forget the fundamental mission of the lawyer. Ours is a noble
}:Hing. It is to be a helper to people with problems. it is to defend
he unpopular and to insist on their rights. It is to support the
therwise defenceless, where necessary without fee. Those who
raduate in law hope, naturally and understandabiy, for economic
Aé‘:wards. But their abiding commitment must be to justice under the
aw. Their duty must be - faithful service to their clients, rich and

p'c_ior; weak and strong; popular and despised.

When you deal with a client, never forget that for most of
hem, for the rest of their lives, you will be their lawyer. They will
élk of you to their families and friends. By your conduct you
hérefore portray the reputation of the legal profession. Listen to the
ars and concerns of those who come to you for advice. Restrain
our impatienqe when you feel you have heard it all before. For the
client, a brush with the law is often a fearful and worrying thing. You
ust look beyond the fee and even beyond the immediate legal
problem. The client is a whole human being, like you. He or she is
entitled to your respect and full attention. In the midst of so much
change in the world, the lasting truth of the professional life remains
the same:’ faithful service beyond purely personal interest.
Objectives in life beyond making money. Communication as the
bridge between your knowledge and the needs of a vulnerable and
dependent client who trusts you and depends on you for honesty,

skill and service.




And so we approach the fiftieth anniversary of this nation's
naependence. Only a month ago the world watched another transfer
;::sovereignty - this time in Hong Kong. It was a moment full of
mbols. Symbols rather different from those of 1947. Then, fifty
eérs ago, almost exactly, a mightier transfer took place in this land
,'h"en India began its "Tryst with Destiny"B. The children of that
oment in India were dubbed "Midnight's Children".  Despite
ufferings, difficulties and occasional mistakes, the tryst with destiny
-ﬁaé‘ been kept. Midnight's Children have kept this country's faith in

emocracy and the rule of law. So will you.

In the golden anniversary that India now celebrates, there is
':u_'ch to be proud of. In the golden hue of this time, India still stands
as the great alternative democratic model for the future of humanity.
g society open to global forces; unashamedly dedicated to human
ghts in a state which always is, or should be, the servant of its
-pe.ople. To a very real extent, the judges and lawyers of India are the
Qﬁardians of this model of constitutionalism. It is vital for humanity

that the great Indian experiment in governance survives and works.

3 Nehru's address in the Constitutional Assembly guoted by HR
Khanna Neither Roses Nor Thorns, Eastern, 1982 Ed, 30.




You are therefore Midday's Children. The sun of Indian

ndependence is in the zenith. Yet the challenges for you are as great

s they were fifty years ago for the children of that time. The world
will be watching Midday's Children as you accompany and lead [ndia
n'_to the new century. May your lives be blessed with the love of
émily and friends. And with liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
2May you, in return, think globally, think big. May you defend
ﬁhdamental rights in all that you do and never become so proud that
ou forget that, as a lawyer, you are a servant of the rule of law and
f the people who are protected by it. '

The fine Australian Aboriginal poet, Kath Walker, who reverted
her Aboriginal name, Oogeroco of the Nunuccal, gives us all a song
f hope for the coming century. [t is a song for all Australians. But it
s also a song for you:

TWOhgnnﬁ\évngri el}gr?laeyus
No restriction tame us

Nor colour shame us
Nor sneer dismay.

To our father's fathers
The pain, the sorrow

To our children's children
The glad tomorrow" ",

Eath Walker {Oogeroo of the Nunuccal) Song of Hope in Collected
oems, :




