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L QuR: Mr Hampson?

ON: May it please the Court. Your Honours of the different
pSON:

¢ pleasure for me, on behalf of the Queensland Bar, to
b isa gred P Justice Kirby to your first sitting in Brisbane as a

the High Court of Australia.

M our is well known to all of us here today. As you observed at
our Ho? - February, you are no novice. Indeed, you have served in
w:l:‘various kinds for more than twenty-one years. In fact, you

1 the judicial oath no less than ten times. “Well and truly sworn”, to

ur Honour’s outstanding career in the law has 1.ed to your

ent, the announcement of which was e.nthu51astlcally welcomed by

‘profession in this State. Indeed, such is your Honour’s public profile
Australians are aware of your achievements and your willingness to

s and viewpoints with insight, frankness and some degree of

B/ ur contribution to law reform through the Law Reform Commission,
in international law and your deep concern for human rights give
our a special place in the Australian legal community.

your swearing-in as a Justice of this Court, your Honour observed
pecasions such as these, and I quote “very occasionally, wise counsel is
opefully this is one of those rare occasions. I can do no better than
our Honour to remember the prayer of counsel about to appear before 2

se.

may he let me feel comfortable in his court and offer me words of
icouragement and praise; -

May he let me speak first and may he listen without interruption;

ay he not complain if I fail to take him to a relevant authority or to
nswer his probing question;

May he understand my world of strain and pressure, my need to remain
im and relaxed;



5.one who favours inclusivity. You are most
D expression of support.

ll; to thank both of those members of the
of the Bar and of the Solicitors’ branch, who



ded this ceremony today to offer their friendship
b my professional journey. Indeed, I thank you

Joceasions. This is, I think, the tenth occasion on
blic judicial welcome of some kind or other. My
cal of New South Wales is captured in film and

at such a gesture demonstrates a total disbelief of
Naturally, [ have not had my hand near my

f searching self-criticism. Mind you, in that
ssisted by the helpful admonitions of others,
ven by judicial officers of this State. Who, for



preme Court of Queensland comprised 14 Justices
“hief Justice of the time was Sir Mostyn

;.- The Senior Puisne Judge was Sir Charles

it and kindly man whom I got to know quite well
of Forensic Sciences. Among the Judges of the

ere Walter Campbell J,-George Kneipp J, Edward
of whom [ came to know well and all of whom
Majesty the Queen. They were fine judicial

okca lively part in their community beyond the

ouncil for Law Reporting at that time were the

Jampson;, forever green, youthful, and energetic (who
Y speakmg for the Bar). Tlmes change That was

an dermcs whom I know and admire.  Both in Solomon
th Htgh; Ourt, and occasionally in the Court of Appeal of New



oﬁrable remarks at the end of the case offered, very

n‘«.by the Chief Justice.

et has been strengthened many times by the contribution
' from this State. The appointments of Griffith CJ,
Gibbs'CJ and Brennan CJ, have greatly strengthened the

& No'1 courtroom in Canberra under the watchful eyes of
= g myself for this visit to Queensland I read the biography
the life of Griffith CJ. One hundred and thirty years ago, in
-d the legal profession of this State, there were but 100

o his first day he had no briefs and nothing to do. So he
w; of course, a young legal practitioner beginning, with
vould, I am sure, read the pages of the Commonwealth Law

riot sure that day would be quite so pleasurable.

<éd frie to find that Griffith CJ was the subject of great

thie time of his appointment to the High Court. Many, with their

us positions in the Court, urged that Barton J should be appointed
Biit Barton J deferred to the obvious merit and quality of that

’Eﬁmsn_c'é-who led the Court in its foundation. Fortunate was the

in that inspired selection. Yet he came without

“_m;mél.lcement Ceremony in May 1996 at the Catholic
menea in Washington DC. He detected, in young American

o L our own country. th.:n I reflect upon my own most
P and varied life, and the many intellectual rewards which it has

o _?I.we_’ in the Australian courts and in the law, can preserve
ood; mOV{ng with the times into a new millennium, but ensuring
mee__SS!onal satisfaction and professional endeavour that [
my lifetime in the law. From that internal satisfaction
m and devotion to serve in the noble course of contributing



“for all of the people of Australia. In many years of
e privileged to know many in the law throughout
<ed devotedly that noble cause. Not least in

i in Brisbane.

i very much for corning to this ceremony today. I realise,
rds of praise that have been given and the compliment of
simply directed to me but to the Federal Supreme Court
.aniks you for sharing this occasion in Brisbane today.




