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;s a little more than forty years since the great scientists
l;and Crick revolutionised our knowledge of genetics and
i forever our understanding of living things. In their
i’n April 1953 to the scientific journal Nature they
d the outcome of their research which showed that all of
y about a hundred thousand genes. Hidden away on the
fjeﬁx are the genes which carry the markers which tell
: we will grow to be tall, have blue eyes or manifest other
characteristics and diseases that will affect our life’s

d, perhaps, predict its end.

§€§500{ the High Court of Australia. Member of the
| 1% Eﬁr]t_ternatlonal Bioethics Committee, Paris. Member
nan Genon, LSW and Social lssues Committee of the
the Aust ]_e rganisation, Bethesda. Formerly Chairman
ralian Law Reform Commission. Personal views.
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which arise from single gene defects as well

ﬁ'ol\‘/'genic traits. We live in .hope that

nerat

b

the confidentiality of genetic

s .5U¢h data belong to the individual or to




¢riminal. who may be merely acting out

oy s;f;an; .To what extent must our criminal

"able to obtain patents upon segments

man genes known as the genome - even

»

ipulation of animal and human



‘aration to the next? Four Nobel Laureates at

ce:urged a complete moratorium on genetic

ery of the so-called “gay gene”: identifying
o h ihosexuality? Is this quest for genetic
the latest twist in eugenics - achieving by

f .humanity that even the Nazi doctors




peak with: clear and principled guidance, the natural

cigntists: will be largely unrestrained by law or




This is the greatest




e no-one say the past is dead
all about us and within.”





