OPENING OF THE NEW CRITICAL CARE FACILITIES
SYDNEY ADVENTIST HOSPITAL
1 MAY 1996
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The opening of the
new Critical Care
facilities “further
enhances the
SAN's well
deserved
repittation as a
flagship of the
private hospitals
industry” ...
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M Morris West opes
Critnt Care in e
weof A e C
My o Ul s et Dr
s Ball,
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ety installations are a tribute to vour partuership with the
Adventist Chureh i vomnmunity service.” be said.
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personigl. bisiness and community leaders, and staff.
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Opening celdrations for phase two of our
Hospital's redesclopment plan: were just
that - celebration-

Cupsls 10 all three official openings were
met by archwavs of silver and burgundy
balloons and strans of music,

The Nigel Hanley o played for guests as
thev mingled borere and after the opening
- hors d'oeuvre and a
. ere served by members
vs team at each of the

coremanies, s

sgivction afl driss
ot the Food merw
lunctions.

This first veeasion marked the opening of
the Critical € ar sacilities; the refurbished
and Coronary
sries and the newly
Linil.

Intensive 4

Cathelerisabios

crabed Coropas 4

Local governnss dignitaries, the media
and hospital weptesentatives attended the
funclion at v b Justice Michael Kirby
+ i~ will assistance from
~. author Mr Morris West.
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Mr Ian
Chalmers

Executive Director
Australian Private
Hospitals Association

Excerpts from his speech
“Fhe  Role of Private
Emergency  Focilities  in
Aunstrulia”,

There are 330 private
hospitals  in Australia,
And, together with the
140 private day surgeries,
our  industry  now
provides m-patient Jospilal care for over 1.5 million

Austrabats Gvepe vear.

Thi~ smweans that more than 30 per cent of all hospital
admie=ion in this country lake place in private facilities such
as here at Svdnev Adventst Hospital .

Well wop 30 private hospatals around the country now have

the vapability to provide accidents and emergency care ...

Sinee Sovember B4, ere has been a 264 per cent increase
i Une nombuer of patients admitted to private A&E facilities.
Thi i~ hat vver 230000 gecident and emergency patients

are e treated s ate A& centres each year

The it of tese news 1acilities today is a tangible, indeed
pace it esample of Ue maturity of Australia’s private
haspiiaia
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What | shoold Jike ko emplasise, however
i Ahat my most enduring memaory v this
Bosprtal = the essential humanity: o -
dealings wihoals patients. Al illness il
~ezewd! intervention deprive the patieat ol
it ewentnl element of peesanal digmi, He
o she becamedalatly dependent upon the
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against the haman person. Fily
television, the press, all makoe th
pwin sinister contribution, ¢
children find their entertainmen
simulated viclence. The Tasman
tragedy, which has cast a black ¢
over the whaly nati
demonstrates in all sorts of wy
the cullure of desecration.

This hospital, this institution,
the other hand, does exactly :
opposite. It affirms the sacredn
of the human person, |
sacreduess of creation itsell,
daesn’t violate, it cures. Even wl
in does not cure, it palliates.

renders more tolerable 1
inevitable burden of hum
suffering.

In a litigious society, medi
practitioners are becoming me
and more vulnerable to lawsu
and the cost of insuring themselves
inevitably added to the cost of medi
treaunent for every individual, whetl
ihat individual is in Medicare or in
vontributory scheme. So, the trust betwe
pativats and medical institutions, like t
ane, is a matter of vital importance to us:

Very soon the whole community will

mvalved in a public political debate on t
question of legalising euthanasia. This

and will be, an emotive issue. Experience
uther places has shown that legislation ¢
rajse more problems than it solves. T
intportant thing is that the inevitabie debe
b conducted with wisdom, moderati
and the respect which this institutis
Jumonstrates for the human person.

I'he more the wark of this hospital is mas
Lnown, the more trust it will engender
the public, and the more hope in t
comlinued dignity of the healing arts, €
more frust in the ability of the healers
Joter and relieve pain and suffering.

<ot what you will see here today, sct wh
e of you have experienced here, agair
what you see all ton often on yor
whovision screens and in the pages of tl
dalv press, and vour'll realise what you a
wilnessing: @ lamp of hope, a light he
gt in what is often a Lerror of darkness.

{ rams top: Dr Ball & Miss Rudley with Mr
Viesrsis West atd Jusfice Kirby in Hie Paediats
sonny it Emergency Cetre, Justice Kidby md Ms
Woud cleek the Cardiac Catl Lab Iead aprons
by size; Mr, Robert Ball in the Jolmsou amd
fodrsoont lisplay boath, Mv. Morris West with
Koren Oibzinger fram Select Sewving. M. Rurrt
01 ool Memther for Noefloft andle Mrs wnil
oo thalt i ergenen Care.



