AT

IR

T P P AT

S T

ARTICLE ON MEDICAL CONFIDENTIALITY
BY
JANE BASDEN, PRINCE OF WALES HOSPITAL
SOUTH EASTSIDE STORY, APRIL/MAY 1996




MEDICAL CONFIDENTIALITY

{ High Court Judge, Justice Michacl Kirby, believes the computerisation of medical records and the
pederd
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Lige WS speuking 10 members of

. omdoey people With AIDS Day
,.,t.' i Woolloomooloe. During a
. =, junch-time address o members of
muu Mr Justice Kirby accepted an

‘ Lson to become patron of the centre
\i \:I'il-red to heip and support them in

" way he could. Speaking less than a
ot after his elevation o Australia's
chest caurg, he also ook the
.‘.mumty (o raise 2 number of legal
: moral issues that touch on the
weatment  of people  with

-:(‘ult'lll
s AIDS.
<aple truths in the struggle against
4% AIDS have o keep being said,” he
id the packed gathering. Addressing
i be termed ‘the ATDS Paradox,
4 Justice  Rirby  said  suppon,
.apussion and justice for all ‘at risk'
sedps i vital to the fight against AIDS.
el w100 i8 changed belaviour, “You
e to get into the minds of people and
Lange the hehaviour of those people
webutrisk. We've all got 1o do our pant
hghnng injustice™.

Vo tenowned defender of human rights
“wiaed his attention on the issue of
Alcentiality. Generally speaking, the
~atidunce” belongs 1o the patient or
wvhe said. IUs their information,
Pdeils and they could be said o
T Patients, therefore, have both a
ol access to 1he information and

1
hld b them, and a right to
miality,

~al the Jaw generally  protects
“Hlenliality hetween 4 patient and
Ao 4 client gnd lawyer for
But he said the issue also
resting meral clilemmas,
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Yo Hflhv.- doctor who knows an HIV
“PYient has net informed their
el i very likely 1o put them
Ny nre CHony” he  asked.
T hgher e abligation to

’ e ahan ontweigls e
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obligation on the doctor to mzintain
caonfidentiality?”

But the Mip side of that yuestion is what
happens if a docior undermines the
confidlentiulity of u patient. Expecially in
an area like HIV/AIDS, if you undermine
confidentiality in  one cuse, you
undermine the whole concept  of
confidentiality for all patients when they
go to their doctorn “I0s very difficull o
decide where the line should be drawn.
I's a legal mineficld. and one cthat
parliament should decide through a taw
reform inquiry.”

Mr Justice Kirby said the computerisation

entiality of HIV/AIDS patients deserve serious political and legal debate.

Computerization of records also leads 1
people fecling they have no read right or
control over information stored about
them, “It's important that people have
aceess 1o the information stored abaut
them on  computers....particularly  in
matters that are important 10 our sense
of identity. or things that are very

personal 1o us™.

The Co-ordinuor of the Svdney People
with AIDS Day Centre - Frunk Guy - said
he was delighted the Judge had agreed
to become the centre’s patron.

“It's very exciling for the centre and the
clicnts that he'd take dme out of his

From Ieft to right: Sy PWA Day Contre Conrdinator, Frak Gy Fedveral High

Coptrt fudee < PWACenpee Patron, Mr Jiestice Micheoel Arins PO e ¢oulks,

Ferran Aristizabal: &

S PWA Centre Project Offives, Robert Attt

of medical records also ciuses problems
ol conflidentizlity. When  informaiion
haemonluiges ron the sisiem, 15 very
difficult o get it back and <ontain .

L said.

“Pve accasionaliv been g dinner with
merabers of he niedicul profesaion. and
Deard thines which [ dont think | should
huve heard. Often prejudice amches

el o these hacimosiuges
infornuton™. he

importuant 10 Keep all daa cn medient

s Tles therefore

reconds gighily pestneiesd i eaple
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hedute 1 share his

incredibily
thoughts about the liw and ivs role in a
said Gy, “But ics

busy

progressive sociviv.”
also great to have someonc as eminent
as Justice Kirlsy
he's happy o help and sapport us in

Michuel who's  suid

any way.”

For more information about the
centre, centact coordinator Frank Guy
on 357 3011
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