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dividuals and institutions peed the bracing, but beneficial, effects of
rm' and renewal. But I was not “self-appointed”. If the author says so,
as wrong. At every stage of my journey in the ICJ, I have been elected.
d as 2 Commissioner. Elected to the Executive Committee. Elected
Chalrman And now elected as President. Ours is a democratic

Iganisation. Its mode of the organisation of its Members is election.



t is timely to review the objectives which I set myself, early in my

is 2 Member of the Commission, and what we have achieved:

"gtér openness: In the past, the ICJ was organised after an older
ru'lClPle. of administration. It was nof very &anspuent. It relied on the
‘e]l'em;e of its works to justify support. The modern mode of
"Jt"ration, in turn an attribute of human rights as perceived today, is
“Jpeiiness and transparency. From Scandinavia the movement for freedom
mforn;aﬁon has spread throughout the world. It is a movement which I
Over the past triennium, the Executive Committee has worked

o infuse a greater transparency of administration upon the ICJ. In

ey
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ould not be provided to those who are involved in the ICJ mission. Ihope

the incoming Executive Committee will pursue the principle of

ar.”ency with even greater energy;

eater involvement: In the past era, there was something of a

ﬁdénc} to attract to the letterhead of the Commission a galaxy of talented
s and then to utilise them very little. Often, between triennial

5, they took little effective part in the organisation of the ICJ. This

now changing. Members of the Commission are now the first persons

hom the Secretary-General goes when seeking to create a mission,
;hsh trial observam;.e, present a seminar, conduct electoral observance
_gtl;;éliﬁse to fulfil the mandate of the ICJ. Where Commissioners are not
available, the Secretariat is increasingly looking to the Sections and
Aﬁﬁhated Organisations to supply the key players in the ICJ’s international
There must be greater involvement of these participants in the ICJs

vity. -1 have presented a paper to this conference on the ways in which

S

IC!: “‘can utilise, still more, the Members of the Commission. I have
nted a further paper to the Members themselves on the ways in which
rélajtions between the Members and the Secretariat can be enhanced.

‘?péper has now been committed to the new Executive Committee. I do

ubt that it will be the subject of attention and action in the coming

“Greater universality: When I came to the Executive Committee
0

e were no women Members. This was scarcely surprising because when
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iside the traditional geographical areas upon which the ICJ was founded.



eneration be introduced to replace that of long service. The high

constant change in the Executive Committee. It is in this way that new

‘f;‘ésh ideas will be introduced for the vital programme of the ICJ.
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Grgatef modernity: All of the foregoing are really aspects of a move of

16 towards a more modern management style. But this has also been
the

flected in the Secretariat, under the direction of Mr Adama Dieng. The
e
1cJ has moved from its villa premises to a more modern office, with up to
I

sate jnformation technology and more suitable working conditions. The
«lla may have been elegant and familial; but it was crowded and not
officient. With the new premises come new costs. But I believe that the
change will be cost effective. The challenge is to retain the same dedication

and commitment whilst ensuring a more appropriate organisation and

effective executive direction.

As I look back on the past triennium, I think it can be said that
important reforms have been adopted. Having regard to the dedication and
talent of the new office holders who have been elected, I have no doubt that

the course of reform will continue. I will do what I can to contribute fo it.

MEMORIES OF BANGALQORE

The triennial meeting of the ICJ Commission with the Sections and
Affiliated Organisations is always a time of the greatest importance for the
organisation. In a sense, it remews our common commitment and our
confidence in each other,

The choice of the topic for the conference which preceded the meeting

of the Commission, and of the venue of the conference in Bangalore, India,

proved inspired.

A
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direction for the ICJ. It rather renews and replenishes our

AL

mmitment to the indivisibility and universality of human rights concerns.

é‘dlf:atiqn to the ideals of the ICJ: defence of the rule of law, commitment

R R ST



‘In"'like vein was the beautiful Holy Trinity Church at the end of the

Thatma .Ga.ndhi Road. In the church are the monuments to an earlier

recall.how, once he had lit a single taper, he stood back and invited the
f\t'a;'-_y-ic}eneral, myself, the new Chairman of the Executive Committee
Fali Nariman) and the Chairman of the Organising Committee of the
ereﬁ;:; {Justice Bopanna) to assist in lighting the candies,

Iwﬂl recall how the Chief Justice of India mixed with ease and grace
anjongst the visiting Commissioners and conference participants. He heads
ighest court in the most populous democracy and common law countxy

1e world. But in the traditions of India, he approaches his duties with

Humility and respect for all.

By chance we were in India at a coincidence of remarkable events.
The ‘Festival of Lights (Diwali) opened the conference. The sight of
erence participants nervously at first, and then with enthusiasm,

hol‘d.ipg the tapering fireworks will long remain with me. So will the

1C
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y have expected. When the darkness of the eclipse was over came a
Ajamond of light. It was a happy portent. None of us lost its
Jbolic ﬁnporta:nce.

Eécil participant has feasted on the unique cuisine of India. Each of
_r;:/nember Mzrs Nariman, our hostess at two splendid dinners, cool
Gent. In the opening ceremony she passed a note to her husband,
areby ;ndicating to all why his speechies are ever of such qua]ity. Mr and

:¢Nariman are truly a formidable team.

1 will recall the Secretary-General’s insistent requirement at one of
dinners, that I spend the night drafting the Action Plan. With the
Eiz_’dﬁ:ents offered by my colleagues, I believe that we have a good
nent which should inspire and encourage jurists around the world.

‘We will also remember the generosity of the Karnataka State

ommission of Jurists, the gentle climate of Bangalore, the brilliance of our
reters and the efficiency of the conference arrangements.

The Members of the Commission will especially recall the generous

i

‘elcdxﬂe by the Chief Justice of Karnataka State, and the other Judges in"
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differ’ as well as to agree. But within the ICJ, we have seen relatively few

differences at this conference. About the commitment to the ICJ’s

‘s‘es,ﬂ-lére has beeﬁ no doubt.

We have also had very happy moments. At the meeting with the
ar,.the President (Mr K N Subbha Redy) told the assembled advocates of

‘Mz gn'.;nan’s generosity to the conference participants. He moved at once

Mr Nariman should extend a similar hospitality to every member of

the Bar a motion which was naturally carried unanimously and with

- One of the memories that will linger is of the dancers who, on the
fal evening, offered the participants examples of the traditional dancing

this great country. In the last sequence, two dancers effectively merged

210 -



. symbols of the quest of each human spirit for peace and

ty with another. Life and death merged at the end of this dance.

Jobin, melting away into eternity. In comparison to such

So we part from Bangalore with renewed commitment. We express
thaﬁks to the Hon'ble the Chief Justice of India and to the Minister of
ffor External Affairs (the Hon'ble S Kursheed MP) for inaugurating
\ir qﬂference. We thank the Government of India for its warm welcome.
& ‘e\r.;ew our thanks te the Chief Justice and Judges of the High Court of
ataka and to other judges and senior officials of India who graced our
Oec_asi;ms. We thank Justice Ranganath Misra, Chairman of the National
Man Rights Commission of India, for his valedictory address at the end
our conference. We thank most heartily the Karnataka State
ni;niSSiOn of Jurists and particularly Justice P P Bopanna for the
: ant feat of organisation involved in this conference. We thank Mr and

s Nariman for their generous hospitality and repeated introduction to

-11-



27

an poet, Kath Walker, Before her recent and untimely death, she
ed her European name and reverted to her name as an Aboriginal
usi:rahan - Oogeroo of the Noonuccal. Her poem reminds us of the wrongs
“the I;ast and present which should strengthen our resolve to action. But

Iso reminds us of the hope of a better tomorrow:

“Look up my people,
The dawn is breaking
The world ts wahking
To a new bright day

When none defame us,
No restrictions tame us
Nor colour shame us
Nor sneer dismay

.12 -




Now brood no more

On the years behind you,
The hope assigned you
Shall the past replace,

When a juster justice
Grown wise and stronger
Points the bone no longer
At a darker race

To our father’s fathers
The pain, the sorrow

To our children’s children
The glad tomorrow”
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