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mibabwe and Namibia); Justice Arthur Chaskalson (President of the

Cassation of Senegal). Other members of the ICJ participating in the

-General of India). Mr Nariman succeeded Justice Kirby as

man of the ICJ Executive Committee.

The ICJ comprises no more than 45 jurists elected by the present
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vf.law, advancement of human rights and protection of the
“ndence of the judiciary and of lawyers. One of the recently elected
ommissioners 1s Dato’ Param Cumaraswamy (Malaysia) who, in 1994,

vointed UN Special Rapporteur on the Independence of the

entative of the Secretary-General for Human Rights in Cambodia.
jstice Kirby will hold the post of President of the ICJ for three

and of Lawyers. Justice Kirby holds the UN post of Special

i the ‘Australian Section, NSW); and Mr Brin Woinarski QC (Victorian
?\‘:

115 gl;q_.(S_i.r Owen Dixon). It has enjoyed support ever since from judges,
fé;r_é, solicitors and law teachers committed to the ICJTs objectives.
Ki;tby was first elected Commissioner of the ICJ in 1984. He will
tompléte-h-is term of 15 years (the maximum permissible) in 1999,

‘us_tiée Kirby told the closing session of the joint meeting of ICJ
mi si_oners and the 100 representatives of National ICJ Sections and
Affil él_Organisations from around the world that he had adopted
bj tiVe% gf modernising the ICJ organisation. This had involved securing

& ai‘ti.(_ﬁpation in the Commission of more women as Members, more non-
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angalore conference:

“We are not downgrading civil and political rights. We
© are simply appealing to judges and lawyers everywhere fo
 see the legitimate role of the law 1o address the vital issues
- of economic, social and cultural rights. To ordinary
.- citizens, who never enter a court room or a police station,
. the most urgent human rights are ofien those concerned
with access to medical care, education, food and housing.
The meeting in India is a timely reminder of the way in
which the legal profession and the judiciary can use legal
process to stimulate the provision of economic, social and
cultural rights. The lawyers and courts of India have often
shown the way in this regard. We can all learn from India
and take this message back to judges and lawyers in all
parts of the world.”

pference to decisions of the Indian courts in public interest litigation
aimed-at securing the benefits of economic, social and cultural rights.

The Secretary-General of the ICJ (Mr Adama Dieng) said, summing







