THE HON SIR NIGEL BOWEN AC KBE

of the legal profession as I could. He was obviously ore of the first

‘Reform Commission. I was going the rounds and meeting as many
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al Court which he was aiming to establish just a notch below the
“’{Go’ﬁr{: of Australia.

iﬂMately, however, when the change of government occurred and
"ke Government was elected, the Attorney-General was Gareth
“He had been a Commissioner of the Australian Law Reform
sion. He moved without delay to appoint me. I have reason to
th,a;t Sir Nigel (as he had by then become) still had reservations about
pp_dmtment. The blow was softened by the concurrent appeintment of
Bryan Beaumont, an able Sydney barrister.

Whatever his doubts, Sir Nigel made me welcome. He swore me into
in-his brivate chambers. I still treasure the Bible that he presented
me w1th his graceful confident endorsement. He had an unusual custom.
asit in the back of the courtroom of new judges to observe them at
rk. I say this is unusual for I do not know a single other presiding
WHo ever did this. Generally it would be regarded as a little
nnudaﬁng. But in his case, he was so senior in years and so experienced
in many gfﬁces that it seemed natural enough.

fe;nember the frst time he did it. I had slipped away from my

ing Law Reform duties to sit in an administrativé law appeal. He
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MICHAEL IJRBY
SYDNEY, 3 OCTORER 1995






