&

REFORM COMMISSION 20T ANNIVERSARY DINNER

know tonight that I came here on the promise that I was only going to
‘fiad known Elle McFcast was going to be here it would have been even
cation to say even that many words is that I was in fact there, at the
ears ago. | have to say [ wasn't very long there. I don't know whether
n dowmeutedornot,hnithmklmusthnldthemm:dforthcshonest
“Law Reform Commission during its whole twenty years: [ was
5{3&1? weeks full-time in the middle of 1975, while we were doing the
Criminal Investigation Report.

casc that I've probably had the shortest overall tenurc as a part-time
‘Reform Commission: I came in in February 1975, and resigned in
der to engage in a thoroughly quixotic pursuit of an unwinnable Scnate
ahle election. What happened thereafter is that it was suggested to Bob
t ‘of bipartisanship, me having made such a mighty contribution to the
first year, it really would be appropriate for me to be reappointed: I had
I, because the Constitution said I had to. Well, Bob Ellicott showed
sanship as John Howard and Alexander Downer have been showing on
ch nuclear tests and Indonesian ambassadors and the like. He said "Get

e ‘point that [ am not the sort of politician who holds grudges. There are
: those who are very volatile and tend to make enemies as a product of
"én compound the fclouy by immediately forgctting that thcy have made

[ 'I' just wanpt to make it absolutcly clear that, although I don't nommally
ill hold a grudge against Bob Ellicott. And I want everyone here tonight,
vated you all to come to this 20th Anniversary celebration, to make sure
0 Sydney to tell him just that!

as Michael Kirby: a really quite extraordinary character, then as now, a
intellectual ability, extraordinary energy and industry, extraordinary
and wit, and also extraordinary gravxtas, dignitas, and pietas ~ although
‘about the pietas, Michael Kirby is one of those people, and you probably
lum who are born fifty years old: way back then, in 1975, he looked almost
fro_m the way he looks now. Indeed, when [ first met him in student politics
eighteen, he also looked indistinguishable,

rdon Hawkins, Professor of Criminology at Sydney University: a very
kind of a character for whom no good thing in life was ever compromised.
was very wisc about ¢rime and human behaviour, and was —~ needless to
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pany. Then there was Alex Castles, an exuberant, bubbly Professor of
ot in his case a contradiction in terms - from the University of Adelaide.

C4in, representing the solicitors from Victoria ~ and probably still rather
Back there, after his subsequent triumphs and traumas in Victorian politics.
y common sense, 3 sterling solicitor who Imew his way around the
and wasn't terribly impressed with much of the high theory that [ would
to time. When we were engaged in our meetings he tended to prefer
g~ Or Ofange juice on a good day — for lunch, whea the rest of us wanted
out and have a sybaritic wallow somewhere. The ifronies of political life...

was the President of the Quecnsland Bar Association, a bloke called Gerry
who went on to rather greater things, had a real passion for what he used to
balance — but what I used to call, with a marked lack of deference,
. ['ve never come across anyone in my life who, once his mind was made
‘cuch Gothic proportions, charm and immovability. And then, of course there
and rather noisy I scem to remember, and probably as gencrally all-around
‘McFeast...

erie, and increasing our waistlines (when John Cain allowed us to), we did,
very good reports, reports in fact that were prepared in a huge white heat:
refercnce, after being established early in 1975, in May and actually reported
1:235 page volume on Criminal Investigation and one about half that size on
nst-Police. The occasion for the urgency and the effort we put into it was the
hment of the Australian Federal Police. The desire was to get them off on a
1fooling with an immediate process available for complaining against them, and also a set

against Police report, for which Michael Kirby did the primary writing, was
ell endorsed in its entirety, with some subsequent variatioms, in national
has been picked up elsewhere as well. Indeed I understand it's back before the

that, notwithstanding all that, my contribution to the Law Reform Commission
-0f a kind of meteor burning brilliantly against the dark night sky - and tailing
1y.. A more apt analogy to describe the Commission's work, though, might be

¥ years ago now to describe the work of Senate Commitiees and the Senators
m: I called them the 'Portnoys’ of the pardiamentary system, engaged in
xtremely tiring, only marginally satisfying and extremely unproductive. But
a very 1960s reference, and most of you haven't a clue what [ am talking
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Reform Commission actually did, though, particularly in those first couple
‘to attract 3 lot of publicity and a lot of enthusiastic attention at east from
“+ Jaw reform on the map. It did involve getting out to the cutting edge of issues

ans and the public generally, media certainly, were genuinely concemed. It
o sort of things that up until then Law Reform Commissions ~ part—time all
'had been doing. I compare, for example, my experience in the ALRC with, I
ars I spent on the Chicf Justice Law Reform Committes in Victoria in which,
oily product of that two years labour was one half-completed report on the
- Trespass'. This is, you will appreciate Jan Wade's idea of law reform

we actually did was, I think ,to really go out and grasp, right from the outset,
n, some really big and difficult issues of principle. That set a role for the
thereafter - and still I hope to this day - has never besn reluctant to
issues. [ know that in years to follow things like tissue transplants,
ivacy, Aboriginal customary law, multiculturalism and the law, were all
mmission was prepared to tackle. .

sping and tackling those big issues of principle is always something that, frankly,
ch to politicians who at the end of the day have to implement these sorts of
the best description of the relationship betwesn politicians and principle
‘d'to me last year in a phone conversation I had with my former colleague Jim
on in the latter part of last year. His photo had been in the press that day as
going to a fundraising function the night before for Ollie North, who was
snate candidate for Virginia. I said to him 'Jim, I saw your photo all over the
ow you are harbouring presidential ambitions, and I know you've got to
pad dog right, but really don't you think you'll have to draw the line

1y one individual who put law reform on the map it was of course, far more than
the first Chairman of the Commission, Michael Kirby, who occupied both
id brilliantly, that position from 1975 all the way through to 1984, He does
his non-appearance — he was to be here tonight but he is stuck in Sydney, most

en as making apy point at all about those who followed when [ say that [ do
tiate, on this occasion of the 20th Anniversary, that we pay particular
 the role that was played by Michael Kirby. I would like to finish by proposing
rdingly, to not only 20 years of success for the Australian Law Reform
:and a toast to its future success of prosperity and longevity of us, to the
Chairman of the Law Reform Commission, His Honour Justice Michael Kirby.






