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eansing.

very news broadcast brings us more news of horrible genocide. The terrors of



S@ported by the United States. They established "Democratic Kampuchea".
zero began. |

Unlike the European holocaust and the travails of Bosnia and Rwanda, the
3 bodlaﬂ genocide did not even have the explanation of a conflict between different
{hinic groups. The aim of Democratic Kampuchea was to build a communist agrarian
ty:- The object of its inflexible and cruel ideology was the Khmer people
'c. es. For three years, eight months and twenty days of this experiment it was
Khiner people, overwhelmingly, who suffered. As many as a million, ie about one
of the population, were tortured and executed or died of hard labour,
utrition and disease. This was a manifestation of “auto-genocide" virtually
umqué-in human history.

‘The nightmare ended in late 1978 when Vietnamese troops invaded



ceding generation of mankind's endless capacity for cruelty. It is why it is

’f‘hé United Nations continues to support the people of Cambodia in their
empt tb_ build human rights and a society where rules come from democratically
de Jaws, not from the gun and arbitrary power. In many ways the Cambodian case
special. But from the study of it ~ which is a particular obligation of Australians -
e an understanding of the problem, an appreciation of the needs for redress

e ideas for the effective means of avoidance and the repetition of such horrors.
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