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Michael Kirby*

;Thé. new book, Earth in the Balance™™ by Mr Al Gore,
Pr;esident of the United States of America is worth reading. The

;ﬁéérof the book derives, in part, from the election of the
r 'tc; i_:he vice-Presidency of the United States, months after its
et:.on on the campaign trail. Already, the impact of his ideas
féﬁ-éeen in the action of the Clinton Administration which is of
;mﬁépﬁénce tc people everywhere. In late April 1993, President

‘on_énnounced his intention to propose to the Senate of the

~of the Biodiversity Treaty which arose out of the Rio

rth Summit'. Vice-President Gore participated in that Summit,

eg, th_(é thickening blanket of greenhouse gases with their serious

ences for the world's protective ozone layer. Thus, Gore says

"[S]ometimes the remaining uncertainties are cynically
‘used by partisans of the status quo for the express
urpose of preventing the coalescence of public support
;er action. On the eve of Earth Day 1990, for example,
he Bush White House circulated to its policy spokesmen a
confidential memorandum suggesting the most effective
carguments to use in trying to convince people not to
upport action against global warming. The memo, which
as.leaked to the press, advised that instead of directly




‘that there is no problem, 'a better approach is

raise the many uncertainties.' So much for Bush's

se to confront the greenhouse effect with the White
effect.

oanter this cynical approach, we must put in
rspectlve all the unknowns that will continue to plague
ons of the environmental crisis. We should begln
he:debate over global warming, because while it is

of several strategic threats, it has become a
rful:symbol of the larger crisis and a focus for the
‘cidebate about whether there really is a crisis at
n:fact, some people seem to hope that if the
tisness of global warming can be disproved, they will
riger ‘have to worry aboult any environmental crisis.”

-commitment to a more responsible approach to the
"of the world is not new or just politically convenient.

sted itself in his own campaign for the Presidency of the

.ﬁéé which he launched in March 1987. He was denounced as

He was ignored by much of the media. But he

d an impact. And.now he enjoys an important measuxe of
e-ﬁést powerful government on earth. It is a government
héyhérto failed to give leadership on strategies for
'and ‘£esponding to the environmental, demographiec,
l; gpacial and other limits which the planet presents to

_spec1es.

Go;;;s book is full of instructive graphs and illustrations
how the urgency of the concerns that have fired him up. Its
us 15 the despoliation of the global environment. But its
emarkably broad. It looks at the liberation of Central and

from both a libertarian and environmental

the air and water of much of Eastern Europe. But-he is

c tlcal of wasteful Western societies. 1In a chapter "The




F AT practlcally an American tradition: waste has long
een..dumped on the cheapest, least desirable land in
eas. surrounded by less fortunate citizens. But the
rolume of hazardous waste being generated is now so
snormous that it is being transported all over the
untry by haulers who are taking it wherever they can.
few years ago, some were actually dumping it on the
ads ‘themselves, opening a faucet underneath the truck
id letting the waste slowly drain out as they crossed
he:countryside. In other cases, hazardous waste was
ing- turned over to unethical haulers, controlled by
yanlzed crime, wheo dumped the waste on the side of the
oad-in rural areas or into rivers in the middle of the
iight. - There is some evidence that we have made progress
'n, addressing these parts of the problem."

‘Garbage imperialism" on the international scale is a new

‘to world peace identified by Gore. The Tibetan people, for

ample, thave been powerless to prevent the Peoples' Republic of

;om destroying the delicate ecology of their homeland during

ojugation of Tibet for forty years. The building of nuclear

ités;and the deposit of hazardous material in Tibet is a

SNcons éﬂtiqomplaint of the Tibetans. They are not alone. Australia
:ﬁaké'France to the International Court of Justice to prevent

éstihg of its nuclear weapons in the atmosphere not near France
. the South Pacific, near Bustralia.

éh of Gore's book is concerned with the population explosion

he acute problems of the human condition that it brings about.

lon to work for its own sake:

ﬂbs people respond to psychic pain the way they respond
any  pain: rather than confront its source, they
ecoil from it, looking immediately for ways to escape oOr




one of the most effective strategies for

ing psychic pain is to distract oneself from it, to
omething pleasurable or .intense or otherwise
that the pain is forgotten. As a temporary

fHis kind of distraction is not necessarily

~notive, but dependence on it over the long term

us and, finally, some sort of addiction.

diction is distraction. We are used to thinking of

s diction in terms of drugs or alcohol. But new studies
% igdiction have deepened our understanding of the
em-and now we know that people can become addicted
many different patterns of behaviour - such as
s1ing ‘compulsively oOr working obsessively or even
“tching television conmstantly ... Anyone who 1is
1ally fearful of something - intimacy, failure,
ness---is potentially vulnerable to addiction,
;e...psychic pain causes a feverish hunger for

ion:® (ibid 220)

fVIrfstfategy is invoked as a sign of what can be done.

he,syﬁbolism of Los Alamos. But the conditioms for these

nique. They do not exist exactly today. Rbove all,

ration of wealth has passed from the United States to

fair to say that in recent years most of the world

ade three important choices: first, that democracy
preferred form of political organization on

! - second, that modified free markets will be
referred form of economic organization; and, third,
most ‘individuals now feel themselves to be part of a
ul globallcivilization - prematurely heralded many
in this century but now finally palpable in the
hroughout the earth.

?pitglism - such as China - seem to be slowly headed
philosophical direction, at least in the thinking
nger generations not yet in power."




wili:be difficult to achieve. He is opposed to an
rian world government. He is sceptical about the United
Hélis frank in conceding thét the.United States "cannot
heelvab y_$e~the principal financier for a global recovery
-Contrlbutlons from Japan and Europe and from wealthy oil

g;States will be imperative. But the major objectives should

abil;sing world population without cruel reliance on such

siéé war and AIDS;

GéloPinéAand sharing appropriate technologies, such as those

hat rid the world of CFCs, reduce excessive water consumption,

mproveféfbp yields and lessen heavy use of pesticides and

erbiéi&eé;
ipﬁlng economic rules of the road or, what he calls, global
o) néﬁics; and

Negotlatlng a new generation of treaties and agreements aimed

at predlctlng the human environment of the world

ée—Preéident Gore is fully conscious, as a professional
an.himéélf, of the difficulties of achieving all these ends.
Ctlng50ﬁfhié daily occupation, he provides a sub-theme for each

aur giqbal strategies with a discussion of the "US role". 1In

n polltlc1ans can do. They include, for example, the

nlted States and urgent steps to reduce the CO, emissions

bY the all—Amerlcan motor car. Tax reform to encourage the




céptribute to a better world. The book ends with an

he wéy:in which a single speck of sand, dropped on a
'the equivalent of an avalanche. The metaphor is
ivé«home the point that we must not wait for grand

We: must begin with little steps which will accumulate in

5 basically hopeful. He believes that humanity is in
: hase'but that it has had a sudden insight into its
ﬁéﬁt. Even the growth of fundamentalist religious
'éegn by him as a reflection of a powerful global search
aliﬁm and meaning for human life.
sses the point that setting the limits to the wasteful
"Sb¢iety does not necessarily mean the loss of jobs. He
e pathetic exhibition mounted by the United States in Rio
Jgpanese industry which he says is:
thoised to replicate their stunning coup in the
evolution with a similar series of breakthroughs
heé environmental revolution. ... Many Japanese
Ssmen ... are again searching for ways to redesign
re-production process, this time with an eye to
ating unnecessary pollution at every step along the
What. they are finding is that waste in the form of
lon 1s also economic waste. By eliminating the
f1c1enc1es that lead to initial production of
7-they have discovered that it is often possible
ultaneously improve product, profits and
onmental efficiency.* (Ibid, xv)
“Ihaps:Mr Gore could have spent more time on the very real
ransition - the dislocation caused by technological
-heﬁéeneration thrown out of work; the regions and even
;ldét industries; and the hopelessness and social despair
S'iﬁ the denial of self-respect which tends to come with
unemployment. But for all this, the book is a remarkable

one of the world"s now leading political figures. No wonder

Scientist described it as a “"nearly encyclopaedic




of environmental problems" and praised the intellectual

‘he .book with its emphasis on ethical issues. It is rare

solitician's book is so frank and thoughtful. In a time of

rbﬁiéms and rapid change it is heartening to know that a
éuéﬁ ideas now has such influence. But governments have
:ef;; even the Govermment of the United States of America.
nfis how we, thinking citizens, translate such ideas into

rategies for action.
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