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e of the formal inatrumenis l!\]l
et in a pumber of countries of Kie

. navenocondiu-
tion 1nd conOmty. WE
:::‘al il af nghis, ¢ have no reglanal

respeciful and proveciive of parle dghis, amt |

cours do tha overy day. So | thidk there's
pienvy of room for spumism. As to whelber
Ihere thould be s Bill of Rights, | am ambiva-
Sent an thal kubpet, L Reven't resched 2 i
consluson oo 1he maner, bud because  think
W' very umliely, given the Alstory of our

ratbonal rek da that wir will Incore

Astrcary s they have in Europ
:mumhw?nd\h!mm,mhav-tm
mdlm‘]huﬂ“nn‘hulnlhm-
I"::‘:b,h,,‘nlhum|MUnurd5tll|.'l.Buln
:;.mulhu,-ryuwmcmm:nhw.whxh
'w,qkdoﬂh-lhcnshn,n\lﬂfd whikch xre
. in 1mernatnal (prumenis. We
Lol Righta of 1688, which conuine
:::::::hmp:mnln;hn.v_hxhulnm-r-
Jeduspinolourlyw Wehavei i
courtt, whith will gonsnue sunies and |r.|-
tergeet 1M cortmon L n x way whch is
Wmmol ba mghty We paw cecenily
Favtite pubaenpon ol Aunmalia to the Firs
wara Troe ol 5o Iihe Intemarioral Cav-
eram on Cial and Fotuwal Righis, which
wibminty gur coutry 10 et disapline of the
Human Bights Cammites of Ihe United Na-
om0 slihaugh we lick the mechaniime
vt e urud DR couRine hhe qurt, we have
lor vl proteevion, and weshouldn't doapast,
e dbio buve & irad ihon which |6 more re-
apectul o bapepg b, and vour which will
cniumumn!hu,wh:hmnyoflhemun-
ey wah 1 beavalul conditution do rat
obrcrYe,

|aihe comman Liw rrowgh? Don’l we meed
a3 uf Aghte?

Wl Bl depend s on 1hae pd . If Werpers
wani 1o make 1 epdugh, 1t will be encugk. I
they doal, il Ihoy Wk The smagination 10
malLe apgumanin chal arge pammds 0 coutts,
and # count Ik che imaginaion and courr
agtiogivectircliothose pointy, then i won 't
e enaugh Bus | 1hank theme s mare 10 the
prsiples of the cmmon W than many
Liwyens avd #orme juidgen recogaise. Ther:
dore L don't devpnr abuar the lackal a mllof
nghis, of contHIutona] provisan | way thal
Ay plenty thert Inthecommon Liw, 4nd
weibguld g1 op with wtiliing the comman
{aw dnd weahoukdn Uneger the Billo? Rights
1, bevnuaz there o numper of principlet
n dhal wbith (end 12 = nverlooked. We
1bgukd n'1 et I principle thas You tntrt-
pret Acy of Murlament in & way which i

poes v g Bl od Righes in the Ausiralian Con-
witution, | don’t Jowe much theep over Lhe
.

What sboul the lnbingrment of humaa
rights in the lmlernational srenat

Since ol teant Hiroshima, | ihink that #1l peo-
pl should be concerned about Lhe stale of
human rights, because the whole world is
bound together In human desting, Thar's
why Lihink s imponane for Leypers sod
othar ghilzeny ko be Invotved In bodies suchat
Amncaly (hermstlaral. Asls Alert, of the
{nternational Commisson of furiin, and ta
be toncerned about humar rghts, bedause
withayl basic human rights baing protected,
the suabillly. pescefuines and jutticeololber
st 1 dubsour | Lhink one 1hing we
should bt doing in Australia it 1ailordng our
foreign poliy obediives and our lorsign ald,
such a1 It iy, lo promating human rights,
Particuls rly in eur region. | think the proent
federal govemment hat dana that sdmirs-
bly. | beikeve that Senator Evams het 3 docp
personal commitment, and § think the Cov-
ermmen hin s commilment, to bask buman
rigM1. | think ®'s basically an Auptrallen
concemn 15 ba toncermad sbout batk Hghts.
Onathing we cowid do inourreglaniulo give
gresicr emphaiis 1o 1he need lor & regional
Bill of Rights, that 1510 Ly, & batic human
ngDIx canvenbon for Ihe pegion, such 13 has
boen achieved in the Eurcpesn Canvention
o8 Human Righia, with the Ewropeah Cour
of Human Rights, which in & very bensficul
nflucnee In Europe. OF the Amemiean Can-
wenfian on Rights, which 41 polcad by e
Inter-Amencan Count of Human Righee, of
10 Abrics, Where they ve god the African Chat-
ter of Human Righr. We don’s have sny-
thing in ahe Atla-Pacilk reghon, but tuere are
plenty of reasans why we thould,

You were 1alking aboul Lywyers getilag ln-
volyed i Amncdy Intemational and the
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HNot just lawyen, of course...

Why, then, L Uhe Lawe pern it {nacewns |blie,
and Lwyss pen 83 greedy and qui-ais
touch? Why i the law held In many quar
tern Ln mach dlsrrpalet

Becwure many Lwyors arr groedy, snd many
arecompictely unconcernad with the subjpct
imarers of 1his converwatien, bul they should
70t be, There la . bes e the foece that
Bkt peapld oniginally inko the taw is ofien
sn ldaalistic oo with Y of jusiice,
non-dlcrimination, equal Aght and equal

y. Tha1 geta last on the way. and
kpat mupt be in part Ihe fauli of soclal condy-
tianing and of kegal education, ul my belicd
hus always boon, Jot my own part, an kdeal-
Istke view of tha law, ard | nlinue 10 give
Wit 19 Lhat viaw of the faw, and | believe
there's plaaly of scope foz 11, And ra far asl
AN encoun ge young people to have pueh an
artunde 10 theit vacation, | do sa.

Criling it thelegalsldrtsigh of rellet frorm
Honireadersl, whal sari al 1 place wae Syd.
ney Unlverlry whem you wer s sadeni?
Senaler, mar L moce bzl
Ihe wer Sydnay Unlvenbly preCarslaw -
snd perha e lesn bokd, We st iodents and as
Hudent pollikians were Inclined 1o be more
conventional 1han 3tuden palitkclans of to—
day. U | have o critbcdem of universliled gon-
wcally, and {8 ona thal [ volco ofen an chan-
¢xliar of Macquaria Universdy, | think uni-
verier In Aust are roa blnd, 1nd my
fecling in that univertitis should be oaz of
the few placct in this rather bland counry
hatconstanly ehallenge seovpied valuerand
onhodanaes, There'§ not st much kmnane of
Iestinunbrernict as Pweaid ke jo see. 'm.
» great belioves In the phlioaophy du non len
=oh r#nl:we poed poople who are canstanily
challenging sccepred values,

When you were W univenily, you were
atlorney dur various atudents she wene ar-
rested in demanHmilons, and [
champlen af studend Aghll apaink con-
servatlre sdminbmyllons, How do you gl
slomg with stedent leadere now that you're
chancellor of Macquarie Unlverriry?

peaks to law refarmer the Hon Justice Michael Kirby about rights, remembering and the Republic.

Frve always believed, both [n my tife ascham:
celtor, and my life as s prdge, and in mylilein
various diflerent agendcies, It stirring thing s
up & B because | ENnk it by hat means
1hat progress s made. So F'm not ursympa+
thetic 10 student attlludes; [ don’t slwiys
ugros with tham. but 1 popect tha right of
P pla v haver differenl views, and 1respoct
the poesibility that Ihey may, In the long
oym, be Bhows 10 e right and | o e wrong,

How do the Srmands of Hydent fraden
Teday sompare with the demanda of yester
yearl

saxrm, In some rerpects, o be more
wzlAsh. Av about 1ha Hme | left univervity,
Hudem polliics ook & sudden took sl the
worl, ind bocame much mort (EAgemed
wihih 1he rights of sudenn thriughout tha
world, Ine right 1o cducallon, imuet of hu-
manand soctal righty genenlly, and bocame
more involved with ooty gnd the world,
Bul now it scems a4 IMoUgh students hive
gone back to & guesiion of tbeir scholanhipa
snd lh!lr!lr.-rnn university politics, which s
# much more rarew focus, in seme wayd. 3
‘ary conmrvative, arthodor focus of anene
tion than exisied for o Ume in the daies,
arvanties, and ven elghtics. Perhaps 1 a
factar of hard eomomic imey; prople then
bocoma more donermed withihe nitly griny
23 LRy pod i, and less concorned with ooher
peophe.

¥rhy are you s champlom of the manarchis
<wur?

1t'n & curlous thing When ame Australisns,
wha shayld be thinking about 2 million peo-
ple vaemployed, instead of this tide-uiue,
are talking of changing the vory Nabie bed-
rockalour Canstilstion, when s many un.
s arc i RImenl, and some are cven lalhe
ing sbout eslablinhing contliluignal manyr.
chies. There are strong ihonal arguments
far tupperting 1 constilulonal mosarchy
We arc enienng an age of papuahiat poliks,
withawmongdrngerof (1ism, and 4 consi
tultonal moaarchy 114 sy Hemal govern mon
which hasthe advantage of putting Lrinskent
pelitical leaders 39 fumber pwe Ln the heerpe-
chy ¥ ihings - not in power, bul In their sl
corctpon, They Lre Lhe Quoen's minssters.
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urt of Appeal, one
ges in Whe land, and
most mflucniial, Re-

aven, his ex-iudent

torming jud ges, hebring: P and
liberalism to Lhe ofich unsatishyng and ua-
scutling domain of the countroom,

En some of his other Incamallans, the pud ge
h G snd Chairman of the Ex-

ey Unlversity tooked
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ecutive of the intomalional Commissian of
Jurists. He wad & foumdiion member of the
the Clotal Comminion on AIDS. an orgtn
of 1ha World Healih Organl that warka

judges. Little wender, then, that Kirby's en-
kry in Who's Wha fishs his cnly rcrestion as
*woek’, 5aid Kirby himscl! in & provious In-

Fungtiany’, he said 1hat those present were
celcbealing their Iicodom ol caprossion by
being there. The Auntrabun Human Rights

nErview: day pro-

Medalhi of 1991 fs swart Lhal 1he advo-

gram on the ADC on workahaliam, but ] was
worklag and missad It.”

1 60 pot fuet the exirsnndinary quaniity and
varety ol the judgr voulput that is uftsual,

2 protat (he human rghts of people with
HIV/AIDS. He acepis up b0 two hundred
upea’sing engagernenis e your, and produces
aconatant, e hausting wream of srtieict wnd

. book, neviews. A selection of soma of the =

toples racently coversd Include ceuonhip,
caplul purishmant. deug labels and i
actiont. ¥When b wite bnierviasiad by Hont,
Kirbry had fast revarned from Purts, wheraha
chaired an OECD Committos meeting on
dalz protection. and South Africe, where he
sddresscd 4 convention on AIDS and Lhe
Tewr, Oz Ierview watinterrupled several
Hervat, oice ry # debegation of Supreme Court

Thep y is pethapa 1he mou reactlonary
iementof one of the workd”s masl conservas
tvr profossiony, The beneh whually shia
away from publicity, avelding nominal is-
sucs af "pollcy” and cloaklag l1vall i slience.
et Frtice Kirby |8 prepared 1 ppedk on the
most controversial jssuer. Years before the

" American pemldent could bring himest! 1o

ulear thadreed ed acronym, Kirby was 2peak.
Ing snd eduesting an the danger posad by

cacy of human rights i most Impurum
“when minarithes and thelr belicds, apin-
Joan and cxprrssion are af rsk.”

1t 18 wise not to make 100 many assump-
Hotw atowt Michsel Kirby, however. His
policy posliions are farmore complez lhan
those held many trendy liberal Lawyers,
Hehas consluntly fought agalnsi the con-
servatlm of e begal professian and the | -
arbitrary efiects of the legal system. ind
¥t e reaing & yea] belbed In Lhe common
Taw., Ha 1 an avowed Inrrrailonating, bt
albo 8 bounding member of Ausinslians for
Constirational Monarchy. Uncomloruble

the AIDS epidernic. He has ad d aking
anciher koo at the drug wer waged by Aus
tralld and pider weslern railons. When b

+ tecently opened anan exhibliion atthe Ivan

Doughenty Callery an The Phallus kad I

with crihodaries of all politics] calours,
Justice Michuel Kisby by 2 true ndical.
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e yther than the bals
da

sld well by @ calalymt
tullenal changs?

¥ sm Ahoe the
behaves us l, cuper

wtherty opposed 10 them. [am an Internarion-
kit znd [f 1 weene to chunge the Australisa
flag, It wou'd be to change It o the flyg of the
Linited Nations, ['m against 1bh rversion 1o
ninetcenth and sarly twenticth conilury pa-
flonallam, bexause one has saly 1o think of
the history of our cxrlury and the cenlury
belore 1o o what a curse thar's boen. | sl
fhink It's fundamentally Intmical to the
mulicultural frature of Austnalls, which is
one respectful of the vapous and divene
eihnic and eultenl oups that make up the

wociety, andrepublicanism s an endeavour |

to force on praple the stamp al ‘ore ruton”
and one navon’L sititudes, | ai an Interia.
tionallst, not 3 nationalisg

You have aabd that fudges are nolsuppoved
to duve unbitlon. Whai are your ambitianrt

1 belleve my fte In Nikely 10 be more of 1he
same Cevaute [ havesnintereting haugh
demanding ble, | am m disconenied. |
have a very iniceciung and, | beliove, 1n-
Aucntial,judxial b, | sm invalved ina
number od impanan natkanal .
stiution, and incecas-

gl

| have participation In [abermitions) bodias.
So ull of that Is very bury and very Interest.
Ing. and I make no complaints about the
eards whichilf¢ hat doled 2ot 1o me. Al thae
saunds a litthe sclf-alisfied and salfcon.
tenied, bue | don't feel that way. | feel &
constant nood vo make a coniribullon to try-
Ing 16 mske tha warld 3 marginally botar
Place, in the Titile lields of Infuence that |
have, und 1o think of potplhe who are s
hartunate than 1. | had so camirol
over the physiological. inleliecs

wual gifts given Lo me, and so |
ammindful porcr o goitoo -

big lor my boots, and:

always 1o ree
member my
marsslly -
s ond -
tPaR-

slency. So 1don't which o sppear orlo be y

AFesullafted Tt body who s
condantly #riving 10 make 1he workd & bit
betler.






