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wve rarely seen three such worried men. Picture the
ohn Newccembe, national treasure, leads.Derek Speake
Northam of the National Australia Day Council into my

eep frowns. They were there to discuss with me the

f this speech. "We’'ve done our homework on you",

gares  Northam. The frowns grow even deeper. A positive
ié.nchtrj;ly settles on the room.

a mément that Christian charity in which I was
up_ almost leads me to- cffer to withdraw. But the
F{i.sh.j—Australian mischief tells me to hang in there.

'Irl afraid I'm not a nationalist", I declare. If you
peech about "dinki-di and ridgy-dij", you should have
for someone else. Warming to my theme I begin
ipg"'the three wise men who have come to see me, "In
1 ‘;'Believe that, after Hiroshima, old-fashioned
lTism is dead". "That's all right", says John

"I'm an internationalist too". "Just send them




feeling uplifted about Australia", says Northam.

,g certainly what we need at the moment. Too much gloom

We need to get cur problems in perspective and to
'hiﬁk positive ",

My mind speeds away to another time in Australia’s
fo another Depression. Another turn of century mood.

other time of transition.
in the Depression of the 1890s, Henry Lawson captured

lie mood of despair - but of hope in his "Poets cof the Tomb":

vppey say that man Is made of dirt, and die, of
course, he musty
But, all the same, a man of made of pretty solid

dqust.
There Is & thing that they forgei, so let it

bere be writ,
That some are made of common mud, and some are

made of grit,

Some try to kelp the world along, while otlier

frat and fume

And wish that they were sliumbering in the
silaence of the tomb.”

An -earlier generation of Australians turned the great
chjallenge of the 1890 Depression which followed the
Stévedoring strike into positive achievements for Australia.
A8 . Dr John Hewson has pointed out in an address to the
Buginess Council, for good or ill, the future of Australian
:iat_ional life for most of this century was shaped by the

deg.:lsj.ons taken as Australia tried to grapple its way out of

the Depression of the 1890s:?

The Federal Constitution was adopted in a form which,
at least on paper, remains virtually unchanged today.
We laid down the problems of Federal/State rivalry and
buck-passing which have provided the constitutional and

pPolitical controversies of a century;




: We created the highly centralised system of compulsory
. arbitration for the idealistic purpose of spreading
"_ throughout the RAustralian community the wealth that
flowed from our already prosperous rural and resource
5ectors;2

we used the power of the new federal polity to
encourage a widely diversified manufacturing industry
behind tariff walls which protected our continental
country with the power of a single, uniform federal
tariff;

Wwe adopted an immigration policy designed to ensure
that Australian work practices were not threatened by a
flood of migrants from countries near its shores. This
migration policy - '"White Australia" - was

fundamentally economic in its purpose. But it

flourished in a provincial backwater of the British
Empire, fuelled by the notions of the white man‘s
burden a self-assured in the sense about superiority of
British white men in particular. After all, we ruled a
quarter of the world. Who could doubt that such power
would last indefinitely? The King's subjects were to
be found in every continent, British naval power held
Sway in all the oceans and had since Trafalgar.
Britannia zruled the waves. To celebrate this

self-assurance, Elgar was shortly to pen his mighty

hymn Zang orf Hope and Glory.

"!'hgae were the features of Australia which persisted f£from
‘folonial days until Very recent times. They affected the way
""e_'l°°ked at the world and the way we looked at each other.

t”fll"-rst -~ indeed for a long time - they reinforced the basic



f living. This, indeed, scemed to be the *lucky

wson contends that we made fundamental mistakes as

struck then are the origins of the economic

of toeday. In his opinion:

elhlave [fto learn)] somerhing from the last &0
90 ypears as we fHave pursued some of rthese
cies which have bred & lot of values and
) tudes that exist today and have got rto be
ichanged If we are going to turn this country
around. I think it is Important that we recall
Tact about the turn of the centyry which was
£ we did at that time rank number one in the
d in terms of standszrd of 1iving - now we
nk somewhere between 14 and 18 depending on

¢ measure you use and I think rhat te what
ls the story.”

k' as a political point. But with respect (as we
evfflaw), this analysis may over-simplify the history

ntry and its economy during this century. It is

of the 1990s - just as we cannot foresee the world

ury to come. Who is to say that the principles of

" Australia was not the only country which put up
ffrwalls, The equity achieved by national industrial
xing standard, minimum salaries and conditions,

ed’ to the unity of the new federation and reflected




i has peen one of its abiding strengths. Furthermore,
.a.heartburning about Australia‘s f£all from the number one
-in the world table of prosperity may not be all that
Perhaps it simply shows that other countries of
gh Potential have, quite properly, reached a standard of
ng which we for the best part of a century have taken for
aAnd some of those which have overtaken us have
'ties in which most Australians would probably not be
sither happy of comfortable.

There was an interesting letter to the Spdney Morning
Ear;g_ld last week about Japan. In those crowded islands
liions live with nothing like the natural conditions that
we take for granted every day. Perhaps we need a new scale
deciding comparative standards of living. Possibly we
ho;xld not let the economists loose in the evaluation of such
'y ﬁebulous condition. Perhaps it is a condition which has
mra to do with quality of life, hours of sunshine, access to
port and culture than raw GDP per capita. After all, it is
ﬁa_;t you do with your little share of the GDP that counts;
Vﬁ;how many coins you have rattling around in your pocket.

The United States is above Australia in most lists
portraying the comparative standards of living. It is a
'n_derful country. I admire it. It is still an engine of
:aeés- But I never cease %o be amazed at the number of
79_79ars on the streets or the level of social problems I see
"hen I go there. When I think of the patients with HIV/AIDS

nd compare their predicament in the United States with the

'ﬂY:;WS have handled that problem here, I am sure that thexe

2 lot to be said for our quality of life, with its measure

£ Lompassion,




he economists and the politicians can try as they will
S a striving, enterprising society of selfish
e Gake LS
\ ers. They will have some success at the margins. The
5 Pa.;‘(s principle will seduce a few. But they basically
; against two phenomena of which they should be aware.
{yst is the Australian weather. The second is the
jian ethos.
Even economists cannot change the weather. On a sunny,
jekend day you have to be a workaholic judge or a
gsman with a very big overdraft to drag yourself away
the recreational pursuits which captivate most
ai:.ans. That is just the nature of our sunny country.
“have north European genes burning in our blood, urging
étrive and work. But the torpor of the sunshine works
aiterranean charm upon succeeding new generations. This
:éct which cannot be ignored. And who is to say that
g in the bush or sitting by the glistening sea with a
.of wine is not a better way for a human beihg te pass a
th;n in the traffic jams I -lately saw in Tokyo or the
ted concrete blocks of Seoul?
The Australian ethos is also a problem for us. I have
éver the years to get people in Australia interested in
jpecial rights of gifted and talented children. T can

ou it is an uphill battle. For many it offends the

ned egalitarian principle. I try to say that equal

compete with our neighbours. I try to urge the
Ciple of equal cpportunity in education. Deaf ears greet

;HStructidn. With few exceptions, the great mass of the




¢ despair at this. Begging John Newcombe’s
hé’ssr I gnash my teeth. But I can jump up and down as
1 like and I will not change these abiding

They learn it through their children. Cricket of

put this is not all bad news. A country which concerns
If'_v&ith sport may confine many of its serious battles to
aying fields. Its people may grow up with that happy
ire of individual prowess in a team environment. They
;rn to lose gracefully as well as to win heroically.
ated in them will be acceptance of an umpire and the
ance with sensible rule of the game. These are not bad
teristics by which to live in harmony and tolerance in

h;'.’}xe society.

TRALIA OF HUMAN RIGHTS

his week, I had a humbling experience, Humbling

gexperiences for judges should be a compulsory part of their
"jhappening at least once é week. The Australian Human
~& Egqual Opportunity Commission awarded me the Human
Medal for 1991. Last year’'s medal went to the
lian of the Year, Professor Fred Hollows. 50 you can
ine that I was proud to follow in his footsteps.

went to the awards ceremony at the Powerhouse
_ itself a marvellous monument to the creative world
Australia has played an honourable part, It was an
rdinary Ceremony. Human rights awards were handed to a

Ous range of creative and dedicated Australians from




‘of the continent.

‘coremony began, suitably enocugh, with the song
a film clip transported us, with the throbbing
.k to the Aboriginal people who were here on this
Ol“-“g pefore our forebears came. The haunting melody
' jar song set the tone for what was to follow. But

cs of the song had a serious point. Two centuries

“/th the indigenous people. We could just ignore
' they became & nuisance, there were other ways to
ith them. MNow the Aboriginal Australians of today seek
'nof reconciliation with the other people of their

It was an important message and appropriate to the

ne Deveson came up to receive her prize for Tell Me
- the story of her late schizophrenic son,
She shares her pain with the rest of us in our
ifety. She does so out of love for Jonathan but also
;rve for us. Can there be any greater vote of respect
tell your fellow citizens of the problems which
ed a son with the illness of schizophrenia? By
them you may secure a measure of understanding. Out
8tanding may come respect for another human being and
or her precious gqualities.
&rew Houghton and David Marr won the Human Rights
or the television decumentary The Brfg Finish.
the story of Stuart Challender, Principal Conductor

18y Symphony Orchestra. Battling with AIDS and with

i
!
i
i




of himself as he is, Stuart Challender gave his
Cgift even greater than his musical accomblishments
ff'é;u_-', He shared with us honestly, his inner thoughts
‘c'e's death. It is a good country that honours such a
jé’j_ns him in reflecting on the burdens of his life.
.:_{;his, it is a country which restlessly strives to

tself. Henry Lawson had words for this too:

ch wormy songs of mouldy joys can give me no
it

?;szgg'a}e my chances wIth the world - I'd rather
ve and fIght.

prtune may laugh along my track, or wear her
Jackest frown—

7l try to do the world some good before I
mble downl,

ot’s FIght for things that ought to be, and try
o make ‘em boom;

mpkind gets small assistance from our askes in
thae: tomb.

n decided to insist on his real name "Komninos". Yes

unusual., Yes it was difficult to say. Yes he was a

Yes he lived as a poet. No, he did not live on the

fish~shop.

Putting it all in verse and celebrating the



led to be an Agitator. The title .of the film was
.rom one of Murphy's Jjudgments in the High Court.
an Aboriginal, was indeed an agitator. The
acutor regarded this as a title of condemnation. But in
,‘;‘sﬁill lucky country, invoking the common law and
—ring to the long line of agitators who have bought our
m: our highest court reversed the conviction. Neatness
{diness may be severely upset by agitators. But
% ;5 in human ideas, tolerance and understanding is cften
g1§bal reward for the agitator. OQurs is a country with a
olerance of peacefui agitation. Long may that last.

:When my turn came, GOugh Whitlam was asked to introduce
he introduction strayed ever so slightly as the former
inister wandered inteo the complexities (in which his

delights) of obscure UNESCO conventions and ILO

ess

HAy man, he doth bestride the narrow world Iike

a Colussus ;

And we petiy men peep under his huge legs.”

an electric moment occurred. A woman rose from the
dience and went up to the .stage to stand beside
itlam. I thought she was going te offer a translation
deaf members of the audience. Not so. She was there to
“her say about East Timor and what she thought was
! ;tla.m’s part in Australia’s acceptance of the Indonesian
5\fer in 1975. She made a short statement and left the

Mr Whitlam answered firmly and said that, when the

Dars were revealed, he would be vindicated. Subsequently,
members of the audience rather unkindly suggested that

uman Rights Commission had organised this intervention

_10_




.verY practical demonstration of human rights and free
;:h in our society. That wa.s indeed the point I made.
surPr"SJ'ng' even rude as the intervention might have been, it
'howed that Australians will speak up about rhings that touch

e};;deepl% and they will not be shot at dawn for doing so.

1f 1 were &an economist, I would regale the business
pta:.ns with my pearls of advice. Doubtless I would urge
o stay the course in the opening up of our economy to
’th'e-world- 1 would undoubtedly warm you about the cyclical
nafiure of the market, our need for more micro-economic
7Eorm, our place in the global economy and our needs to go

f-ghore, oOuUX needs to improve the quality of directors who

{11 occasionally say "“No"; the requirement toO stick to
jality assets and to maximise our comparative
dvgntages.?' Level playing fields would get more than
_mention. There would be a few pious words about the
employed of cringila: with vivid allusions to safety nets

ad compassion. Perhaps mateship would be thrown in.

But I will do none of these things. I will leave the

iving of such advice to the economists who have done such a

90__d job in providing our country with the recession it had

td have and the unemployment se¢ many presumably had to

tuffer,

Instead, I will leave Yyou with three messages about

A“*_“'-Iﬂlia.. They are messages about things you already know.
They arise from the humbling experience I had sitting with

fe_llow citizens of spirit whose work for human rights in this

untry help to give a quality to life that few other

Gotntries enjoy.

- 11 -
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pirst, we must reconcile ourselves with the Aboriginal
'.People of Australia. We all know this. We all know
‘¢hat the impact of our culture has been devastating for
Aboriginal Australia. A Council is to be established
to work towards a true reconciliation writh the
phoriginal people. We must look inward to our history
and backward to the past. As one of the recipients of
a human rights award, himself an Aboriginal said, *we
: must also look to the future". 1 do not understate the
difficulties. Nor do I under-estimate the controversy
of choosing the right strategy. But the sight of
Aboriginal neglect, illness, homelessness and despair
is a blight on our country. And it is one that the
world, newly relieved of the worst of apartheid,
- watches closely;

. Then we must look outwards. Geographically we are a
" left-over of a great European empire. OQur country has
. changed remarkably in my lifetime. The- pattern of
future change can be predicted by a moment’s reflection
on our place in the world and on our geography. We
must relate ourselves to the thriving centres of the
_world to our north. Inescapably it is in Asia and the
VPacific that Australia‘s future 1lies. We must learn
Asian languages. We must understand the Confucian
values of Asian societies. We must market ourselves
for the teaching of English and as a safe and happy
“land for visitors who are truly welcome. The next
century is slated to be the century of the Pacific, We
‘ should make sure that Australia has its slice of the

action:; and




inally, we should reflect upon our many blessings.

qhese 2T bad times. I have known none worse. Nearly

BVQrY day

y:outh who
g who will probably never find other work. We also

my taxi driver is an architect, a banker, a
has had no other job or a person of late
ear
see the problems of these people in the courts. In our
-‘talk of restructuring we must be sensitive to the
"rights of the wvictims. But even in hard economic
.:tj_mes, we must not forget to count our blessings. When
~we feel confused about the GST or depressed about GDP
:::we should think about the things still going for us.
. ,.-fhe beauty of the eucalypts. The din of the cicadas in
:summer. The austere grandeur of the Red Centre. The
‘hard-working tourist industry sexvicing the visitors
., who often value this land more than we do. The centres
" for scientific excellence. The Australian Opera whose
..production of Purandot on television is surely
'!unsurpassed. L country of peaceful agitators and
‘progressive thinkers. Of universities of world class.

- 0f independent judges. 0f peaceful democratic

‘political change by the ballot.

tralians all should still rejoice. But we should also

nd to the warning which another Australian poet, C J

Dennis, when he wrote The Glugs of Gosh:*

'S0 the Glugs continued, with greed and glee,

To buy cheap clothing, and pills, and teay

Trll every Glug in the land of Gosh

Owned three clean shirts and a fourth in the wash.
- But they all grew idle, and fond of ease,

And easy to swindle, and hard to please;

And the voice of Joi was a lonely voice,

. Hhen ke railed at Gosh for Iits foollsh cholice,

But the great King grinned, and the good (ueen gushed,
A8 the goods of the Ogs were madly rushed.



and the Knlight, Sir Stodge, with a wave of his hand,
;—Jared it a happy and prosperous Iand.

.reallY wp to us: what we make of Australia. With so
8
things of nature and the spirit going for us we should
,iy get it right in the next century. The third century
8

our country's modern history beckons us. Beckons us

afci .
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