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Behind the dedicated band of colleagues and friends and the

truly distinguished Australians who are here today stand

countless workers throughout the length and breadth of our

continental country who, every day, are striving to advance

and defend the rights of their fellow citizens in many highly

practical ways. I think of:

*

*

*

*

*

*

The Law Reform Commissions, Federal and State, with

which I worked for a decade, seeking to reform the law

of Australia in a way that wo.uId be more sensitive to

the rights of ordinary citizens. The statute of the

Australian Law Reform Commission, enacted during the

whitlam Government, requires that Commission to bring

reformed Australian laws into conformity with the

Incernat ..lona1 Covenant: on C1v.i1 and Po.l.it:.ica.l

R.ightsi

The institutions committed to equal opportunity and to

reducing discrimination in our society - i:g.cluding the

Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission itself

and the New South Wales Anti-Discrimination Board; and

Finally, the Court on which I serve, where I have found

many colleagues who share my commitment to the

advancement of human rights 1 firmly safeguarded by the

law.

The nurses and sisters in the AIDS ward of St Vincent's

Hospital and other like institutions;

The agitators and stirrers in every State who never

give up in their struggle to reform the law to make it

more modern, simple, accessible and just;

The idealistic lawyers who, often without fee, fight
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Above all I would want, on this occasion, to send a

message of encouragement to the young and idealistic members

of the legal profession. Rightly, the legal profession is

often attacked as conservative, selfish, interested only in

hefty fees and the preservation of its monopolies. Just now,

I fear, the legal profession is on the nose in, Australia.

Doubtless it is partly to blame for this reputation.

But there is another side to the legal profession which

I know only too well. There are lawyers of high skill who

fight in the courts for just causes. There are judges and

magistrates who bring the principles of human rights down

from the tablets of the international conventions, and apply

them in the daily work of the courts of this country. The

common law of Australia enshrines many of the great

principles now recognised in the international instruments of

human rights. In a time of widespread cynicism, selfishness

and greed - attributes not confined to lawyers - it is

I salute them

for worthy causes in the courts defending the rights of

the unpopular and minoriti~s despite the clamour of the

crowd;

The leaders of the Aboriginal community who struggle to

secure the proper place for their people in their own

land; and

The people in this country who give voice to the rights

of the downtrodden and forgotten peoples of the world

struggling for their share of freedom - the Tibetans,

the Kurds, the Timorese and many others.

•

•

These people are here in spirit with me today.
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go from here today so that all my colleagues in the law might

hear it - but especially the young and not so young who, like

me, remain unashamedly idealistic.

- 5 -

of the responsibility of their

and tocorrect wrongsto

the message I would like to

not be just a money-making job.

a mission

So that is

profession.

It is a calling with

protect basic rights.

rights, must be reminded

Theirs should

~-. 

the responsibility of their 
rights, must be reminded of 

profession. Theirs should not be just a money-making job. 

It is a calling with a mission to correct wrongs and to 

t basic rights. 
protec 

So that is the message I would like to 

f here today so that all my colleagues in the law might go rom 

hear it - but especially the young and not so young who, like 

me, remain unashamedly idealistic. 

- 5 -




