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WORLD AIDS DAY
The first of December is designated by the World Health
organisation as World AIDS Day. The purpose of setting aside

one day like this is:

* To encourage people in all lands on the six continents

to reflect upon the serious challenge to public health
caused by this wholly_unexpected epidemic;

* To provide an occasion for us to reflect upon the needs
of the people living with AIDS - their families, loved
ones and those caring for them;

* 7o reflect upon the urgent needs of science and
technology te find a cure for, and a vaccine against,
the human immuno deficiency virus which triggers AIDS -
so that one day this epidemic will be just a footnote

to human history; and

To promote the educational messages - especially to the

young - so that they learn of the ways in which this

virus is spread of the need for self-protection that




r_lj.l.ﬂ-back the epidemic and prevent more people

yeing infected.

n 'the yéar, in a grey building in ‘Geneva, I attended
of the Global Commission on AIDS. Sitting around
Jle-ware the scientists who are in the forefront of the
ga-.l-n;t AIDS - Montagnier and Gallo who first
the v:.rus Nobel Laureates and others dedicated to
We learned of the initiatives being taken to

jlobal challenge. That is the theme which has been

-~ Sharing the

ha '_quéé_tion we all have to ask ourselves is: what are

sfﬁ_oreen Kaleeba, Director of the AIDS Support
J.ori": in Xampala, Uganda. Now AIDS threatens the
f that unhappy country who have only just been
from the horrors of Idi Amin. Today they face a
er'rof— 4 new and terrible kind. Into the villages and
towns - of Uganda, they are sending story-tellers who
he_j;'nessage about AIDS and the urgent needs for
We should help them.

oser to home, in Australia, there is also much to be




epidemic when they were in the frontline;

We must show compassion to the people who acquired AIDS
from drug addiction and the use of unsterile needles;

We must throw no stones at the sex workers infected
with HIV; and
We must extend compassion and support to those who

acquired the virus by blood transfusion. e

Every one of these people is our brother or sister.

gso now we all face a test. It is a test of our
attitude to these people, to whom we should unreservedly
extend our assistance. This is the AIDS test that must be

taken by all of us. It is the AIDS test in which we must all

come up peositive.

Trustee of the AIDS 'Trust of Australia. Commissioner
of the World Health Organisation Global Commission on
AIDS. President of the Australian Section of the
International Commission of Jurists. Personal views. L






