


Hong th_g': Moves to Abolish Death Penalty

. During the recent international conference on the Bill

of Rights Ordinance in Hong Kong, organised by the University

_c,:f: Hong Kong 19-22 June 1991, the international participants
,5ﬁtending:the conference took part, in a unique way, in

a.dd:.ng their voices to the protection of human rights in that

éi:ritory. -
' A member of the Legislative Council of Hong Kong (the

Hon Kingsley §it) had given notice of his intention to

“jntroduce a motion into the Council on 26 June 1991 to
'_:_r:einstéfe the use of the death penalty in Hong Kong. Mr Sit
,cif;ed community concerns about an increase in violent
crimes. Since 1966, sentences of death in Hong Kong have
Séen comm=uted by the Governor of Hong Kong to life
—'imprisonment. By way of contrast, sentences of death are
'-régularly carried out in the People’'s Republic of China
(PRC). Hong Kong will be returned to China on 1 July 1997,
o In response to Mr Sit’s motion, the Hon Martin Lee QC
MLC: a_n_otherr member of the Council, tabled an amendment.
Mr Lee, a léading critic of the United Kingdom’s failure to
provide self-determination for the people of Hong Kong had
_f—'ake_n an active part during the international conference on
“human rights, voicing particular concern about the right to
-Selﬁ—detemination denied by the Joint Declaration agreement
between the PRC and the United Kingdom.

Mr Lee’s motion propecsed the amendment of Mr Sit's




¢iting the "importance of Hong Kong maintaining

it

= capa.b.z.llty of the pollce force to rfight
rime -and calls for legislative measures to be
t.r'aduced fnto thrls Council which rmu.ld abolish

,e='-
Circulated to all members of the Council

etter signed by many of the participants who had

Bttonded "tﬁe_.conference. The letter read:
3 *

‘We. are people of many countries In Hong Kong to
rpeak at the International Conference on the
- pill ol Rights. He believe that the death

pena.l ty Iis Incompatible with human rights and
that .;ts relnstatement would be aga.wst the best
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slation pursuant to the resolution is now awaited. If
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