


Preventive medicine for 
wounds of conscience 

By MICHAEL KIRBY 

upon this phenomenon Of·I~~~~~~~~~ 
group Identity, States feel 
threatened by it. Their leaden 

fear disint<:rratlon. separa.Ust ~~1~~~~~~~~~ movement.l and tnatabUity. 
They brinK' in the pollee and 
the anIlJ'. Vlolen.oe ensues, Prl· 
sonet'S of conaclenee are the 
result.. • 

Sit-Un, in Ulelr lonely cells, "~:~::~~":~ 
such priaoners are sustained _ Z! 
by the knOWledge that they are :~-:-:;::-,::!"." 

asserting the mOlt fundamen-

tal of human rlahts. that to ~~§~~;t:~11:'~;;"~~~; their own choice of polltlcal 
eovernment. 

M a sii1l&l of ita funda.men- :-::'::-.~-,;.;.:-

tal character. the right to self- __ .• ';::_ C:.-'"C' 

I 'The basic right to 
self·determination' 

determination is set. out in the 

opening words of the United "~~;,:~~! 
Nation5 Charter. The charter ~ 
is founded. by the "Peoples of 
the United Nations", The u. 
sertion of the rights of peoples 
to selt-detennlna.t\on is '" Uber
atlon principle. It has moulded 

the shape of the past 50 yea.r& P;Ujden";';;;;h~.P;;;"";ed:. 
of world history. It ha.s seen 
the dismantlement of once-· 
mJght1 European emp[tes. 

Amnesty International has 
played a vital role over the past 
30 years in stlmula.ting the 
conscience of the world Its 
strength Is Ita tr3S$-roots or. 
gantsa.t1on and Its devotton to 




