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Preventive medicine for
wounds of consclence

IN life we tend to concen-
_|trate on the visible manifesta-
tion of problems, L

Courts punish people for

cause of thelr anti-socla) activ-
jty may be drug sddictlon.
Politicians lament .our eco-
nomie decline. Yet the cause
may be traced to our {lawed
education system. The finter-
national community & out~-
nﬁd by abuses of human
rights and the sutfering of pri-
soners of consclence. It Is time
to address the basle causcs.
One of the most potent for-
ces at work in the world today
is the assertion of the rights of
peoples. It is truly s phenome-
non of our time. Group iden-
tity runs deep in the human
psyche. Coliective awmreness,
loyalty and self-{dentification

eradicate. The world is organ-
lsed into States. States hold
the power. They control the
police, the armed services
secret services and the purse
strings of manipulation.

Within these powerful States
exist coliections of people who
may not identlfy with the maj-
erity of people of the State.
Their assertion of their own
{dentity and cven of the right
to self-determination and sep-
aration leads to political pres-
sure. In many States this boils
over into oppression, police sc-
tion. violence and the impris-
onment and murder of leaders.

After a peried of relative
quiescence, the assertion of
the rights of peoples to politl-
caf self-datermination Is on the
march. It can be.seen In §0
many contemporary sltua-
tions: the Kurds in Irag: Ti-
betans in China; Palestinlans
{n Israsl; Croatians In Yugo-
stavia; Lithuanians In the So-
viet Union; Armenians and the
Azerbaljanis; Quebecols in
Canada; and Zulus in South
Alrica.

Even the rise of Aboriginal
identity in Australia draws

theft. Yet the underlying

prove difflcult or impossible to -
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upon this phenomenon of
group identity. States feel
threatened by it. Their leaders
{ear disitegration. separatist
movements and instability,
They bring in the police and
the army, Viclence ensues. Pri-
soners of consclence are the

result. .

Sitting In their lonely cells,
such prisoners are sustained
by the knowledge that they are
agserting the most fundamen-
tal of human rights. that to
their own cholice of political
government.

As a gignal of its fundamen-
tal character, the right to self-

€The basic right to
self-determination?

determination is set out in the
opening words of the United
Nations Charter. The charter
{s founded by the “Peoples of
the Unitedd Nations”. The as-
sertion of the rights of peoples
to sel{-determination is a liber-
ation principle. It has moulded
the shape of the past 50 years
of world history. It has seen
the dismantlement of once-
mighty Eurepean empites.
Amnesty Internatiorisl has
played & vital role over the past
30 years in stimulating the
consclence of the world, Its
strength is Its grass-roots or-
ganisation and its devotlon to

.

acclrate investigetion and re-
sponsible reporting. It has firm
finks with the’ International

" Commilssloni of Jurists. The

ICJ is motivated by the same

- devotlon to upholding fundsa-

mental human rights.
In the next 30 years. I predict
rthat Ampesty ‘will widen the
focus of its vonoerns, It will
continue to expeess-its support

", for the Indlvidual prisoners-of

consclence who remaln sym-

- bols of injustice and Inhuman-
.- ity. But it will increazingly ad-

dress.itself to the underlying
causes of such injustice.

Thess include basic denials
of the precious right of self-
determination. That right be-
longs not to individuals but to
“neoples”, Upholding  the
rights of peoples. éven agalnst
the States tn which they live,
will be one of the chief chal-
lenges for the International
human tights movement in
the decades ahead.

My hape for Amnesty s that
it wiil seitinue to do battle for
precfous  Individuals. But.
jearning from "thelr experi-
ences, and from what caused

thelr suffering and loss of lib--

exty, that Wt will help focus the
world's. attention on 'the un-
derlying problems.

Until the denial of the basic
right to seif-determination is
cured, there will be no end to
violence &nd oppression in our
world, . )

Attending to the wounds of
oonscience 15 valusble. saintly
work. But the wounds are us-
ually evidence of an underly-
ing disease. In ‘the next cen-
tury we must seek to cure the
diserse. Then -we will truly
hgve the New World Order

_President Bush has promised.
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