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Education Must Stop "Brain Drain" of Talented

‘australian
Australian EGod Gifted Children, says Kirby

Melbourne, Friday
Justice Michael Xirby tonight called for Australian

jon to learn £from the "Confucian Renaissance" in Asia.

id that one explanation of the strong economic growth of

was ‘its “unembarrassed attention" paid to the education
ifted and talented children. He said that Australia was
de;:;ing_ many of its gifted children. If Australia was
to be a "clever country* it would have to change its

¢ education systems to provide special opportunities for

He is also Patron of the

~Justice Kirby said that it was important that the call
}ustralia to be a “clever country" should go beyond
i‘?n jingles devised by advertising agencies to win an

alant
3-8Ction. . He stated that there were few more important




we look at our- country’'s economrc

3 ec;’.icament at the moment we see symploms of the

malalse which we sSImply must cure. The special
: for the education of gifted children

peds 2
5§0H1 4 be seen In the context of Australia’s
economic predicament and geo-political

Like It or not, we are a basically
culture left over Ifrom the decliine of
empire. We find ourselves in a part of
d on the edge of Asia. To the extent
that people in the advancing economies of Asia
think of Australia at all, many regard us as an
historical — anachronism. Others

regard us as a land of medlocrity which has
g'gua.udered great natural advantages. e must

raverse these trends, whilst seeking to discover
our own identity and to preserve our own special
society and values.”

¥ _CONFUCIAN ETHICS

-*Aéia was no accident. He said that it was part a
X of the re-emergence of the Con‘-fucian ethic in
"ofu;.ng Asian societies. That ethic emphasises excellence
_o_iﬁpetitiveness in education and the proviéion of special

artunities to talented children to be trained to serve the

vMany Australians are puzzled DLy the rapid
eéconomic advance of ‘the Four Dragons’ (Japan,
South Rorea, Taiwan and Singapore). But there
is really no puzzle. These countries a4are
unabasked in their educational priorities.
Their public education systems . are AIighly
competitive. [They provide special opportunities
to children of the youngest age to go afead and
maximise their talents. They do so because
these societies acknowledge the value of this
. for the whole community and Its economic,
cultural and social advancement.

We would not want to go to the extreme of the
Japanese system with Ahlgh rates of student
Suicide. We Ahave other values to pursue, But
‘we can learn at least this much. Every gifted
" child whose talenmts are not maximised is a most
precious resource squandered. If we are just Lo




ur place In the economic pecking order
Y gvoid the threat of becoming the poor

& pf Asia — W& must stop thils new natronal
= ral In the past a vhrain-drain’ was a
ucated people to another country. Bul
prain-drain 1§ the Jloss of opportunity:
for the clever children of poorer
Anyp government dedicated to egual
t that shocking wastage’

" EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
ce Kirby denied that the provision of special

. special streaming of talented children was

- from being elitist, thls is a simple matter
‘equal opportunity. Children with talents
e a right to make the most of them. By doing
hey will contribute disproportionately Lo
.welfare of Australia. tnless the public
ool - system particularly offers such
opportunities there will be a continuing drift
private education. Worse still, there will

continuing loss of educational opportunity
ro - children whose parents are poorer, who may
have .. no educational  tradition, poor study
or Jlack of wision [for thelr
The system Ltsell should provide thar
Unfortunately, educational bureaucra ts
unions have opposed, and even
public education systems for gifted
hildren. People Iooking to Lhe long term
hould. - ask whether, to correct Australia’s
contomic predicament, we need to change these
thgs rapidly. I bellieve we do”, Justice Kirby
oncluded.

e

ch'ingra:si;‘fategies for a Clever Country" held at the

‘Centre, Monash University between 4 and 6 Bapril
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are Marilyn Goodall and Barry Culhane. Justice

heduled to address the dinner of the conference at






