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1. Origin and Main Purpose. The main ‘aim of the Austrglasian Law Reform Digest
(The Digest) is to summarisé the recommendations of reports published by law reform

sgencies in Australia, New Zealand and Papua New Guines since such agencies have been
operating. Following the establishment of the Australian Law Reform Commission (ALRC)
by the appointment of -its first members in 1975, work was commenced on an Interim-
Digest., This publication has beenfrﬁé}i’ﬁt}aiped. 'Hoiveve.r, it is, in essence, an index only.
Furthermore, it is not eonfined to Au's'frélasié;n material and is in insufficient detail to be
self contained. At the Third Australian Law Reform Agencles Conference in Canberra in
1976 & resolution was passed (ALRAC 5) on the motion of Mr. F.G. Brennan QC (ALRC)
(as he then was), seconded by Mr. D.K. Malcolm (WALRC). That motion has been the
charter of the ALRC in, he preparatiop of the D1gest. It was reported to the Standmg
Committee of Commonwealth and State "Attorneys-General, who agreed that the ALRC
should perform clearing-house functions for the Australian agencies. One of those
functions was agreed to be the Digest. Lack of availeble [':)eréonnel.and resources slowed
the project. The need for better information services to the Australian law reform
agencies, to avoid unnecessary duplieation, and to promdte appropriate co-ordination of
their work, was referred to in the report of the Senate Standing Committee on
Constitutional and Legal Affairs, Reforming the Law, 1979. That report specifically
recommended:

5.18 that sufficient funds be provided by the Commonwesalth and States to the
Australian Law Reform Commission to enable it to maintain future pikf:lication
of the Law Reform Digest, the bulletin Reform and such other material as will

assist in co-ordinating the exchange of information and research. -
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In his response on 15 May 1980, the Commonwealth Attorney—Geﬁeral {Senator Durack)
affirmed that the Commonwealth Government considered that the publication of material
of this kind by the ALRC served a useful purpose and 'sufficient funds will be provided for
this activity in the i‘ﬁture gs they have been in the past'. Subsequently some adjustment of
the Commission's staff ceiling was made to permit part-time assistance; designed to
ensure completion of the Digest projeet. The main bulk of the work on the Digest has been
done by an officer of the ALRC, Ms. Susan Reye, and more recently by Ms. Maria Behan
and Mr, Malcd‘.{m Jones. The manuseript of the Digest is now virtually complete, having
been distributed for comments to the agencies 1nvolved. Copy of. the manuseript of the
full Digest is tabled.

. Agencies Covered. The published reports of the following 1gw reform ag:éﬁcies_
have been included in the Digest: o

(1. Austrahan Law Reform Commlsswn (ALRGC)
(2)  Australan Carpital Territory Law Reform Commission (ACTLRC)
{3) New South Wales Law Reform Commission (NSWLR C)
4) ;__‘_,New Zealand Commlttees Le.

(a) TNew Zealand Contraets and Commerclal Law Reform Committee

" (NZCCLRC)
(6) New Zealand Criminel Law Reform Committee (NZCLRC)
..(e), New Zedland Public and Adm)nmtratwe Law Reform Committee

. vy . (NZPALRO) o

R N New Zealand Property Law and Eqmty Reform Commlttee (NZPLERC)

R New Zealand Torts and General Law Reform Committee (NZTGLRC)
{5} . Papua New Guinea Law Reform Commission (PNGLRC) :
{8) ,Queensland Law Reform Commxssmn (QLRC)
(7). South Australian Criminal Lew Reform Committee (SACLRC)
(8)  South Australian Law Reform Committee (SALRC)
{8) Tasmanian Law Reform Commission (TasLRC)
(10) Victorian Chief Justice's Committee (vedo)
(11) V1et0r13:1 Law Reform Comn'ussmner (VLRC} _
{12). Victorian Statute Law Revision Corr_Jrr_uttee (VSLRC)
{13) Western Au:sffaﬁan Law Reform Com_miséion (WAﬁRC)

No reports were received from the Northern Territory Law Review Committee. So far the
reports of this Commission have not been published. ’

3. Reports Ineluded. The earliest report which appears in the Digest is dated 1916
— & report by the Victorian Statute Law Revision Committee on statute law revision.

Reports up to and including 1580 have all been included in the Digest.
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4. Subject Matter. The choice of subject matter for chépter headings was drawn
largely from the Australien Digest. New headings were added e.g. Death, Women's Rights,
Certain other headings e.g. Trade and Commerce were deleted in preference for use of
more specific titles. ’

5. Organisation of Material. Only firm recommendations made in reports are
ineorporated in the text. No additional explanations or background material are given.
Persons using the Digest will be ﬁrged to consult the original text of a report if they wish
to study a topie thoroughly. The Digest should however be sufficient to give an accurate
overview of the gist of a report and, by comparison with any reports of other agencies, an

insight into policy differences.

8. Legislative Follow-up. The final version of the Digest will contain a list of what

legislative or other action has been taken by governments as a result of recommendations

made. Preparation of this information will be finished shortly.

7. Index. A comprehensive index will accompany the Digest, This will be arranged
by subject headings. Reference to report numbers rather then psge numbers has been
adopted as the simplest and most effective manner of reference. The index is presently
near com'pletion.

8. Ongoing System. It is intended, if funds and staff ceilings permit, to publish a
supplement to the Digest every second year, With the use of the word processing facilities
of the ALRC this should be accomplished without too much difficulty and as a permanent
ongoing service of the ALRC.

g. Pub];‘cation. It is intended that the Australian Government Publishing Service
should publish the Digest. A system of photo typesetting as distinet from manual
typesetting will probably be used, This will involve making use of the full facilities of the
word processing system currently used in the ALRC and will represent a considerable
saving in time and cost. Oversess prlishing firms have expressed an interest in the
Digest. It will almost certainly be of great use in common law countries throughout the
world in bringing to notice in a single, cenvenient velume, the essential proposals of the
Australasien Iaw reform agencies concerning improvement of the legal system. It should
spread the influence of the 'reports of the agencies and contribute to the work of law
reform, partiewlarly in developing ecountries. One consequence of relevant for loecal
agencies may however be a significant increase in the demand for copes of reports and
other papers. This issue can be reviewed if it becomes serious.
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10. App reciation. The eo-operation and assistance of the secretaries and staff of

the law reform- ‘agencies who. -responded to our meny 're_questsrifor information and
assistance is gi&téfully acknowledged.

11. For Discussion, It is proposed that the following eould be discussed

(a)  Approval of format of the Digest and last-minute suggestions
(o) - Su’géestioﬂs coﬁcerning sﬁpplements j

{e) 'éuggésti_bns concerning the future of the Law Reform Index
(&) Distribution of the Digest. '

- . M.D. KIRBY
ALRC CHAIRMAN




