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announcements during the conference although not sufficient to
~romise

early implementation of the Charter.

The meeting of the African jurists was interwoven with
the meeting of the ICJ Commissioners. The latter included a
number of Commissioners from the Asian and Pacific region,
notably SiL' Mati Tikaram (Fiji), Mr.
Solicitor-General of India) and Dr.

FaE Nat"iman (former
Tai-Young Lee (South Korea).

What follows is an extract from the ["eport of Justice Kirby to

the Australian Section of the ICJ and a summary of the discussion
document circulated in Nairobi by Justice Kirby, setting out
certain criticisms of the ICJ organisation and proposals for the
reform of the ICJ.
African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights
The African Charter ceflects an endeavour of African
jurists to develop a regional convention, relevant to human
rights, similar to earlier regional conventions developed and
brought into operation by governments in Western Europe and Latin
America.

Judges Elias and Mbaye had each played an important

part in the original development of the African Charter. They led
discussion to ascertain the ceasons for the delay in
ratification.

It emerged that the principal reasons included

misunderstanding of particular provisions, administrative
inefficiency and governmental attention to other problems.
However, one area of controversy related to the notion of
~peoples'

rights". In the course of his interventions, Justice

Kirby outlined reservations about this notion, as expressed by
Western jurists. These reservations include (a) objections to the
novelty of the notion of "peoples' rights"; (b) the possibility
that "peoples' rights" might be misused as an instrument to

,
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As a result of the criticisms and discussion
document, it was agreed that a number of reforms would be

introduced, particularly in the supply of information and the
distribution of documentation.
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