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. The law is virtually the Ylast citadel' of Australian public life still to adept to
e rapid influx into Australia of post-War migrants from non English-speaking countries.
grants are now increasingly being found in top jobs, as parliamentarians, as professors
and as senior bureauerats, However, so far,-they have rot made much of an impact on the
aw or on the judiciary.

Justice Murphy ard other commentators are pointing to the fact that there are
ew women and even fewer 'ethnies' in the judiciary in Australia. Of course, you do not
ereate g 'ready-made' judge overnight. Years — decades — of training and preparation
must go into readying a. lawyer for this demanding intellectuel job. But wheress things are
. hanging in respect of wormen, I do not see the same changes on the horizon in respeet of -
‘ethnies', It is surprising — even [rightening — to some of the older members of the legal
_profession, to learn that in half the law schools of Australia more than 50% of the
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students are women. Women judyes are now being appointed in greeter number. In 20
l vears, I expect we will have gone a long wey to redress the balance of the sexes on the
Beneh in Australia. Girls at school today can be told with eonfidence that they can enter
law and look to an expectation of judicial promotion. When I was at the law school, 20
vears ago, only 2% of the law students were women. Inevitably, it tekes a while for the

change to be felt st the top

But if things are changing in connection with women, the changes to reflect our
diverse ethnic population will come more slowly. This is, as I have said, the last citedel of
publie life still to be taken. The judiciary is still decidedly Anglo-Celtie. People from nbnl
English-speaking couniries somehow do not seem to enter the law as a profession. Take
the following statistices: . “

Number of lawyers in Australia 17,515
Numbers born outside Australia 2,558
Suwbtraet  numbers born in UK 260

numbers borne in NZ ) 214 1,174
Approx number lawyers born overseas -
in non English-spesking coun tries : 1,384
ie percentage . - %

compare adilt percentage general population .0 .20% "

The figures in relation to-people whose parents were born overseas are stmilarly atypica
The only figures I have are from a survey of lawyers in Victorie, but they are probabflﬂ
typical of the rest of Australia:

proportion of practising Jawyers in Vie toria
bom in Australia : - B4%

"proportion of practising lawyers in Vietoria
whose father wasborn in Australia . 70%

proportion of the general population whose

father was born in Australia 57%
proportion of 16% not bom in Australia
UK : 5.7%
Greece 0.5%
Italy - L8%
Eastemn Eurcpe 2.5%

Northermn Eurcpe 2.2%-



w that ‘migrants and the children of migrants are not being attracted,
sthe legal profession. Why should this be 507 Is it because of the very

_the obligation to- find our laws in the judgments of English judges,
the. centuries? Is it the necessity to master the reflinements of the

" Possibly it is because of the lack of reflection of ethnic Australians in the
legal sy stem that it had, until Iately, been-relatively insensitive. to the special
~efipecple not fluent in English.. The Australian Law Reform Commission, in a

[ .reports, has made recommendations. to-improve the position of people in
a:not fluent in English. ¥ mention speeifically:

roposals for aright to an interp reter diring interrogation by Federal police
'_pfi-_oposals fer notification of rights to police suspects, in the major ethnie langueges
proposals for notification in ethnic hnguageg..oﬂ" procedures and rights goveming
. compulsory gequisition of property by the Commonwealth -

| 'p:;oposals for changes in sentencing, aflecting persons liable to 'double punishment!
by deportation

proposals for echanges in insurznce law to allow courts to take into account the
eircumstances of the person insured when determining matter he should have
disclosed to an insurance company. These ecircumstances could include familiarity
with the language and with Australian insurance practice

proposals for changes in relation to the right to an interpreter in Federal courts
ard tribunals.
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The Australian legal system has ‘many 'fine gualities’. Many migrants -have ecome to.
Australia to escape unjust legal systems and because of the high stardards normally,
provided by the system of British justice followed in Australie. However, it is vital tg: -
avoid complaceney and self-satisfac tion. It is not possible to have such a radical change of:: .
Australian soeiety as has followed the ‘migrant intake, without necessitating. changes. inr::

kaws, prozedures and legal institutions.

The Australian Law Reform-Commission is werking hard to -adapt the law to the
needs of multicultural Australie. Of the present 11 Commissioners.of the Australian Law;: -
Reform Commission, four at least weregfrom afi6thnic background:

One of our Commissioners, Mr Theo Simos QC, is.-a [irst generation Greek
Australian  with a most distinguished academic and professional career. Another-=
Commissioner is Professor Alice Erh-Soon Tay, whose early training was in Singapore'and -
whose cultural links are with China. Professor Tay is Prb'fessor of Jurisprudence &t Sydney*
University -ard she is an ecknowledged éxpert -on comparative law. Dr-Michael Pryles is:a;
first generation Australian of German-bomn parents. He i Reader in Law at Monash::
University. Mr James Mezza is a first generation Australian of Italian origin. He. sz
barrister and solicitor in Perth, and he has strong links with the Italian community in =
Westem Australia. These are success stories. These Commissioners add greatly to the
richness of the information and attitudes available to the Law Reform Commission.

However, this Variety and'ethdic"influefice is not general-in legal institutions:in
this country. We must avoid tokenism. Wé must avoid the destruction of excellénce and:
high ‘standards, simply 1o seucre ‘ethnic representatives’, But, whiist aveiding these sins;
do believe that those who have the responsibility for the sppointment of judges ‘a‘nd--_
magistrates should keep an eye out for diversity. That, after all, is the basic phiiosophsr' :
behind multiculturalism. People no longer have to preterd to be white Anglo-S&xon
Protestants. Our country ‘can rejoice in its variety. In multiculturalism; Austrglig ‘is.
leading the world. I hope that the law will not be bypassed. '



