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AGE FOR THE SPACE AGE

pologise for breaking the rules amnd: wsing very obi.d_oqs_ notes. But I have just
ﬁe-re'rabout foetal transplants, Tonight 1 must addi'ess-‘the Master Plumbers'’
:read this speech, you might get a very surprising talk about plumbmg -
hamcal 1 read my speeches if. only to ensure I gwe each audience the right

When: a Russian astronaut was asked by an inquisitive American newsman : '‘But

around after a football or Standlng at silly mid off, as Sllly in the extreme. As for
law, though it has many strengths Iam profegsionally bound to declare that there



-0 -

But of the English tongue, I will hear no criticism: It is mot the language spoken
by most people on earth. It 5 bedevilled by mischievous spelling. it has sounds which have
been known to cause the fracture of thé jaw of foreigners struggling to get their tongues
around the gentile 'th', as in 'thing'. But it is the last remaining bastion of the British
Empire. The sun may haeve set on the Empire, but it is still rising on the English language,

These facts are brought home, wherever you travelin the world:

* In the midst of India, I found few white faces. The statues of Queen Vietoria had
been removed to thé museum. But, in the smallest village, people, shyly at first and
then boldly, would speak to you in the language of that far-away northern country.

* Lately, | have had to attend international conferences in Paris, The French, rightly
proud of their besutiful language, despair the rise and rise of English. Now, even -
the Italians, the Spanish and the Portuguese — Latin races all — address these
conferences in English. The Scandipavians, the Japanese, the . Duteh and the
Germans have long <since-done s0.-'Only the French and the Belgians hold out, .-
proudly. The Irish grudgingly speak English. The Amerieans attempt to do’ so.
Australians and even New Zealanders offer their versions, The triumph of Eng]jsti_-
as the langusge of developing world govemment is undoubted. '

These are not matters for post-Imperial boastfulness. They are simply faets of life. The
development of world travel in telecommunicaations, & common langusge wes suddenly;
needed, Three thingsassured the success of our language in this race: -~ -
* the polit_ical and economic importance of Britain in the first half of the century

* the widespread scattering’ of English-speaking communities in every part of the
world, and

* the growing economie dominance of the United States, whose trade was, with'.:

menelingual arregance, conducted exclusively in English.

We in Australia are thebeneficiariés of these developments.

WE MUST BE FREE OR DIE

But so are the other countries of the world who have come to share our tongue
As I sit at the international conferences, 1 marvel at the facility with which Finns end.
Japanese, Danes and Greeks discuss difficult and imporiant issues of polities &nd”
“technology in the English lenguage. '



'tﬁought thlS derwed from a feeling of superiority. My own view i5 that it
re hkely, from a reection to Enghsh cooking,

ut i:h,_c_a_}:hg]ish language is not aloof. It is the vehicle {or conceptssuch as:

Rule of law

epresent: t:ve parhamentary democracy

r,;dependent and honest judges

mcorrtip tible publie service

impor tance of individual freedoms protected by the law

/e;;é.ily relaxed and unobsessive society, more tolerant than most.

be f ree or die that speak the tongue that Shakespeare spake' was the assertion of
‘r.h at the time of Napoleon's invesions. The Enghsh language is the vehicle for
11sh ideas arcund the world. It was mevxtable, as cclonial people learned the

ﬂg
and used it to read into the hterature of our fongue, that !.hey should assert the
nd £ reedoms which the English themselves had Fought for and won.

TICULTURAL AUSTRALIA

Now, in Australia, we rejoice in: & multicultural socletv When the h:story books
wntten, 1 believe that the general aceeptance of multlcultumllsm will be seen as one
ser's. inost important dontributions to our country. Pride in the English language,
mternatloml vehlcle of commumcatmn, Ls somethlng that ean now be shared with
itlzens who derive from othez' cultures, We are still shamefully monohncrual in Australia.
ndeed, there has been an sctual decline in the number of students leammg other
! _uages at school It will be a happy day, and not I-suspect far off, when the finalists in
is competition come forward, with Greek, Vietnamese or Arabic mother tongues, to win
Plain English Speaking Awards. That will represent the ultimate recognition of the
most 'i‘rnportant remnant of the British Empire. The English language is more permanent
ktkh_’an colonial buildings, cenotaphs, railway lines or even laws. In the age of technology we
ed more and better communication than ever before. In the age of nuclear wesponry, &

failure to communicate is a recipe for disaster.



THE COMPETITION

And now I congratulate the finglists in the Plain English' Speaking Competition
this year. I put the emphasis on ‘plain'. 'I‘hotgh it has a great literature, English is not a .
highly stylised langusge. Unlike the ;reneh we do not have a learned’ commission of =
scholars to determine acceptable and- u,nacceptable linquistie develmmmts English just
grows, as beﬁts a world language which is'. ‘v in_the possession of so many different
people. And though it may mot be as beautlful of sound as Freneh, or as common as
Chinese, as dramatic as Italian, or as stron; as German and Arablc, it is a languege of
great power. It combines, since the Norman Conquest, the Strer_1gths of its Germanic base

and the beauty of its Latin conquerers.

t
And 1 say 'plain’ because the foree and power of English does not depend upon 2
highly cultiveted style — as is the ease in other languages. One of the finest English
judges of this century, Lord Birkett, writing in Reflectlons in Retirement, once gave a

power ful example of what Iam trying to say:

1 have known advoeates in my time of the most powerful and persussive kind
whose acquaintance with law and letters was of the slenderest kind, if it exis
at all. In my very early days at the Bar, I used to wateh a particular advocaie’
with something approaching amazement. For he rarely finished a sentence, he
disdeined - the use of the aspirate, and his vocabulary was not d;stmgu:shed Bu
he had & most knowing and powerful wink for juries. And his sniff - was.

extremely effectwe —~ ard he got verdiets! - ’

So my parting advice for lovers of plain English is — cultivate literature. Cultivate the
language. Study words. Never forget the power of ideas, as Mark Swivel has reminded us
But never forget too the'power of & wink and a sniff!



