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Life summary:  I was born in 1939 and educated in sunny Sydney.  I attended public schools.  After University I worked as a solicitor and barrister and was appointed a judge in 1975.  Now I serve on the High Court of Australia but retirement approaches like an express train.  Interestingly, I have become involved in many international activities.  We should all look outside our backyard.


Secrets of success:  Hard work, focus, ambition to achieve and to make a difference.  But on top of these, I have always had a loving environment at home - with my family and my partner, Johan.  Not everyone can have such good fortune.  It provides a calm setting for life's dramas and plenty of candid criticism.  Which we all need all the time.

Key to success:  Luck plays a great part.  Seizing opportunities and making the most of good fortune is a clue to building on unpredictable chance factors.  Co-workers and staff and sometimes colleagues are precious.  Never forget that those who give tend to receive in return.  And down with boredom!  Try to think outside the square and always challenge orthodoxy.


Hardest challenge:  Every day presents challenges.  Finding a life partner is a huge challenge.  Luck plays a big part in this too.  Love is the greatest virtue - much more important even than professional success.  It is in our nature to seek love.  But to find it, we have to be ready to give it in return.


Secret to happiness:  Intellectual stimulation.  Physical recreation.  Spiritual reflection.  Sexual fulfilment.  Family support.  Partner companionship.  A few friends.  Always new ideas.  Avoiding formalism, cynicism and indifference.  Trying to make the world a slightly better place for the amazing miracle of existence which none of us fully understands.


Advice on success:  The ultimate secret is to seize opportunities that come along and to challenge boring orthodoxy.  Down with boredom!  Attack complacency!  Always challenge acceptance of injustice.  And remember that Winston Churchill's motto was "Never give up".
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