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Under different stars, at the opening of a new millennium, in an old land and a young nation, we join together in the hope and conviction that the future will be kinder and more just than the past.


At a time when there is so much fear and danger, anger and destruction, tonight represents an alternative vision struggling for the soul of humanity.  Acceptance.  Diversity.  Inclusiveness.  Participation.  Tolerance and joy.  Ours is the world of love, questing to find the common links that bind all people.  We are here because, whatever our identity, we believe that the days of exclusion are numbered.  In our world, everyone can find their place, where their human rights and human dignity will be upheld.


This is a great night for Australia because we are a nation in the process of reinventing ourselves.  We began our modern history by denying the existence of our indigenous peoples and their rights.  We embraced White Australia.  Women could play little part in public life:  their place was in the kitchen.  Rap and hiphop were the voices of gangsters.  And as for gays, lesbians and other sexual minorities, they were an abomination.  Lock them up.  Throw away the key.


We have not corrected all these wrongs.  But we are surely on the road to enlightenment.  There will be no U-turns.


The changes over thirty years would not have happened if it had not been for people of courage who rejected the common ignorance about human diversity.  Who were not frightened.  Who taught that variations are a normal and universal aspect of the human species.  That they are not going away.  That they are no big deal.  And that, between consenting adults, we all just have to get used to it and get on with life.


This is not just an Australian story.  In every land previously frightened and oppressed minorities are awakening from a long sleep to assert their human dignity.  We should honour those who looked into themselves and spoke the truth.  Now they are legion.  It is the truth that makes us free.


Let the word go out from Melbourne and this event of ‘Fusion’ tonight that the movement for equality and acceptance is unstoppable.  Its message will eventually reach the four corners of the world.  Tonight will be another catalyst to help make that happen.  Be sure that, in the end, inclusion will replace exclusion.  For the sake of the planet and of humanity it must be so.


Amusez-vous bien.  Et par l'exemple de nos vies défendons les droits de l'humanité pour tous.  Non seulement pour les minorités.  Pour tout le monde.


Enjoy yourselves. And by our lives let us be an example of respect for human rights.  Not just for minorities.  For everyone.
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