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Following the retirement of Justice Kemeri Murray (see below) Justice Michael Kirby of the High Court of Australia becomes the longest serving judicial officer in Australia.  His first appointments as a Deputy President of the Australian Law Reform Commission and as foundation chairman of the Australian Law Reform Commission occurred in 1975.  He was appointed to the High Court in February 1996 (see 70 ALJ 269, 274).

Since the last note, events in Justice Kirby's career include his election as an Honorary Member of the American Law Institute (2000); presentation of the Hamlyn Lectures in England on Judicial Activism (2003) and his election (2004) as chair of the drafting group for the new UNESCO Universal Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights (adopted October 2005).  In 2006, he was elected an Honorary Bencher of the Inner Temple in London.  In the same year the Society of Legal Scholars (UK) elected him an Honorary Member and the Australian Academy of the Humanities elected him an Honorary Fellow.

The Hon Kemeri Murray AO 

On 16 December 2006, Justice Kemeri Murray retired as a judge of the Family Court of Australia.  She was Judge Administrator of the Adelaide Registry of the Court between 1982-2002.  At the time of her retirement, Justice Murray was the longest serving judicial officer in Australia.  

Born and educated in Adelaide, Justice Murray served as a judge of the District Court of South Australia from 1973 to 1976 when she was appointed to the newly established Family Court.  Her appointment occurred before the amendment to s 72 of the Constitution.  She thus held a life appointment.  Her retirement leaves only one federal judge in Australia with life tenure, Justice Rodney Bell of the Family Court, based in Brisbane.  

Whilst on the Bench, Justice Murray served in many public positions and community organisations.  She was a member of the Council of the Flinders University of South Australia (1974‑96) and in the 1970s and 1980s chaired several commissions of the Anglican Church of Australia concerned with marriage, women's issues and social responsibilities.  In more recent years she chaired the Sex Discrimination Board of South Australia (1982-85) and was appointed a member of the Multicultural Forum of South Australia in 1994.  She had a close interest in health and educational issues and served as Governor of the Flinders Medical Research Foundation (1984-96).


Justice Murray shares with her husband Eric, a deep interest in music.  She was a highly respected judge of the Family Court and public citizen.  A mark of the high esteem in which she was held by judicial colleagues and the legal profession was the large attendance at her farewell sitting held in the Commonwealth Law Courts in Adelaide on 15 December 2006.  In a ceremony in which Chief Justice Diana Bryant presided, an audience including the Adelaide judges of the Federal Court, and of the Supreme Court of South Australia, the Chief Justice of the Northern Territory and other members of the federal and State judiciary heard Senator Amanda Vanstone (representing the Federal Attorney-General) praise Justice Murray's service to the Commonwealth and people.  For her services to the law and to the community, Justice Murray was appointed in 2004 an Officer in the General Divison of the Order of Australia.
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