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FOREWORD

Do you remember the first time you walked into a library?  For me, it was 1946.  The library was at the North Strathfield Public School in Sydney.  Although I was then only a boy of six summers, I will never forget the smell and feel of the books.  I still have that feeling when I enter a library:  a mixture of excitement, anticipation and joy.


I am proud to be associated with the Friends of Libraries Australia.  Libraries need friends.  The cost of acquisitions and the radical change of technology put great pressure on libraries in Australia today as never before.


Libraries are, of course, vital to knowledge and creativity and thus to Australia's economic place in a highly competitive world.  But, more important than this, libraries are essential to the creative spirit of human beings and to their intelligence and moral sense.  That is why this resource book is important.  Anything that supports libraries is a vital contribution to the civilisation of our country.

The Hon Justice Michael Kirby AC CMG

Justice of the High Court of Australia

Patron of Friends of Libraries Australia.
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