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MICHAEL KIRBY

i '.a'g];Bonald Kirby was born on 18 March 1839 and educated at Fort Street High
choo'l.(.lﬁf'?ﬂ- as now, an institution of considerable intellectual distinction), and at
e_‘Uﬁ'!_verSitY of Sydney, where he took {simultaneously) degrees in Arls, Law and
}Eodnﬂmiés- He went to the New South Wales Bar, and subsequently became
“Brasident of the New South Wales Court of Appeal, which position he filled from
'1954 10.1996. In 1898 he was appointed 1o the High Court of Australia, where he

tiflIs.

e has held numerous offices and posts, sal on a vast number of commitiees and
1flbﬁnals. and conductad (either alone or in company) an untold number of enguiries,
Thi‘s" I;luabil began when he was a studant, when he was President of the Sydney

‘_Unii'érs iy ALP Club {a fact which he has suppressed from his lengthy entry in Who's

He ﬁési_é ’b_e_rsonai advisar to Mr E G Whillam in the evll days of 1973 t0 1975.

U_nl-]ké;molst ALP supparters, he Is a fanatical devotee of the monarchy. (Only one
ALP ﬁ'némbér of any Australian pariiament preferred the monarchy to a republic in
the :famous referendum). Not only of the monarchy, but of all traditional English
thlngs- when sitting on the New South Wales Court of Appeal, he used to get very
cfbs"s \;Vilh any ethnic plaintfif wha did not display enough “stiff upper lip" when
-er'x‘dq'ringrh_ls_ tribulations, It was on this issue that | was once induced io deplore his
?iénb';u)habl_c rodompntades'; He would love 1o be a member of the House of Lords,
If.dh{y it existed.

Hié socialist principles have not induced him to distribute his persenal wealth
mangs! the more deprived members of the community, He luxuriates in an

£normous Sydney waterside house, outside which poverty-stricken inhabitants of
Vauciuse are living on the footpath,

5 H& loves making speeches. )t does nat, seemingly, matter to whom. He will address
any conference, association, sisleddiod, congregatlon, reunion, symposium, levee or




hnnm Pen on “The Necessity for Silence”,

almost |nnumerab|e number of things he says on a multitude of

here is almost nothing he has sald which | can remember. One thing
an-think of: that Dr Evatt was a champion of civll rights, And that

g totally false. When did Dr Evatt ever denounce the Soviel Gulag?

Subjéél which has absorbed much of his time and attention is breast-
inot remember his point of view. Perhaps it s that the habil infringes

4l :2) therefore, the Court, being seized of legislative power, should
heriever and wherever it wants io, as if it were Parllament, and that,

: fHe constantly exercises this faculty whilst he Is silting on a case. |

iarga porifolio of the drawings he made in Court, but some person from
stolen it
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