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In the new millennium law is being turned on its head.  In part, the forces at work are social and humanitarian – such as universal human rights law that has grown from the institutions set in place after the second world war and competes with dictatorships and autocracies.  In part, the forces that are making the changes are technological.  An illustration of this challenge can be found in Dow Jones Inc v Gutnick [2002] HCA 56,  decided by the High Court in December 2002.  There, the Court had to grapple with submissions that publication of allegedly defamatory matter on the World Wide Web demanded a single publication rule, operative throughout the world.  Information (and other) technologies oblige us to rethink settled legal doctrine.


The explosive forces of rapid social change and new technology now operate within a global paradigm.  They make it inevitable that our law will need to be constantly reconsidered and adapted to the new environment.  These realities make this an exciting time to be a lawyer – and a law publisher.  Through all the changes, the law must adhere to basic principles.  It must uphold constitutionalism.  It must be a force for stability amidst the chaos – but also for justice.  These are the challenges we face.  The Laws of Australia chronicle, with even-handedness our successes and our failures.  I am glad that the bound volume on the law of contract has been produced as a stand-alone publication so that those who do not have access to the complete Laws will at least now have the facility of the comprehensive work on Australian contract law.


What is the basic lesson of the times we live in that judges and practising lawyers need to learn?  It is the lesson I derived from my decade in the Australian Law Reform Commission 25 years ago.  Keep your eyes on the principles.  Try to get into your mind the core concepts.  See how the mosaic of law is put together.  When you do this, the little bits and pieces can easily be found.  The details can be looked up.  The cross-references and the lateral thinking, essential to advances in justice, can be pursued from a sure platform.


The law of contract is the glue that holds together our national economy and helps us build the regional and global economy that will be a force for co-operation and peace.  It is a subject that needs clear rules that are in harmony with the expectations of business people and the community.  More than in other fields, the law of contract is affected by the global forces that I have mentioned.  Increasingly, it must adapt, as this book shows, to new technology.


I therefore welcome this new volume. I will be keeping my copy close at hand.  I congratulate the publishers and all who have contributed.  We must strive to keep it up to date and in tune with modern values.  Nowadays that is no small challenge.
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