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In Australia, in the twentieth century:

· We ended the White Australia policy;

· We accepted an obligation to search for reconciliation with, and justice for, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples;

· We accepted land rights and enacted federal laws to provide for their enforcement;

· We accepted the need to end discrimination against women and began the long haul towards gender equality;

· Successive governments embraced the principle of multiculturalism and our old attitudes of racial superiority founded on skin colour, were abandoned as official policy and racial discrimination forbidden;

· We emerged from the old religious bigotry as between Catholics and Protestants;  and

· We became a generally good international citizen and we assisted in peace keeping in many parts of the world.

One important battle remains.  It is to remove discrimination, prejudice and disadvantage on the grounds of people's sexuality.  Sadly, discrimination on the grounds of sexuality is still supported by some religious groups who ignore modern psychological, social and other scientific knowledge concerning sexual orientation.  There is now no excuse for such ignorance and for the prejudice, disadvantage and discrimination that it causes.

I endorse the Campaign Against Violence.  But it will only make progress when prejudice is no longer placed in the minds of young people by their families, their peer groups and their religious instructors.  Homophobia and homophobic violence are completely unacceptable.  Yet unless we tackle the causes, which lie in fear of difference, real progress will be limited.  That is why it is essential to reach out to homes, schools and religious institutions.  I support the work of Community United Against Violence and all those who work towards the enlightenment.
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