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Salzburg Seminar
The Salzburg Statement on Biotechnology*

19 July 2000

Between 12-19 July 2000 the Salzburg Seminar, established for more than 50 years, convened at Schloss Leopoldskron, Salzburg, Austria, for Session, No. 380, on Biotechnology: Policy Issues and Regulatory Frameworks.  Participants included men and women of many relevant disciplines from every continent on Earth.

The session was especially timely.  It convened immediately after the announcement on 26 June 2000 of the working draft of the human genome sequence - the first step on the way to identifying the genetic causes for hundreds of human diseases and susceptibilities.  The potential benefits and  concerns involved in the use of this knowledge have been widely recognized .

At the conclusion of the Seminar the participants resolved by consensus to make this statement as an affirmation of their confidence in the  potential benefit of this advance in human knowledge, as a recognition of what they had learned together during the Session and as an acknowledgement of potential problems that need to be addressed.

Conclusions Addressed to the World

1.
The participants express their sense of excitement about developments arising from genomic science and technology and their conviction that such developments will be of benefit to humanity.   They accept that such developments must  include close attention to ethical, legal and social implications.  Such attention may  be given through the appropriate institutional, national and international bodies.  In some cases binding rules of law may be required.  However, the participants concluded that flexibility and caution should be exercised in regulating particular technological applications taking account of the rapid developments in genomic science.

2.
The participants stressed the importance of founding any approaches to an international framework to guide regulating the application of biotechnology upon a number of principles:

· A respect for fundamental human rights and human dignity, including respect in this context for the special interests of indigenous peoples.

· Ensuring health and environmental protection.

· A detailed understanding of the relevant science.

· An effective engagement in multidisciplinary dialogue.

· An appropriate involvement of the public in decisions affecting them.

· A respect for different ethical,  philosophical, and religious viewpoints

· A recognition of differing legal traditions and institutions.

3.
The participants emphasized the crucial importance of ensuring that the benefits of the genome accrue to all humanity.  Upon this footing the participants considered the optimum role of intellectual property in the development of practical applications of genomic research, to the greatest public benefit.

4.
The participants recognized the need of international cooperation to work on flexible and improved technology transfer mechanisms to developing countries.

Conclusions Addressed to Nation States

5.
There is a need, where not already established, to create multidisciplinary national advisory bodies, and for them to engage in a dialogue with like bodies in other countries, to address the legal, social, and ethical issues presented by genomic science and technology as they arise and to consider what, if any, regulation or deregulation is required.

6.
There is a need, where not already established, to introduce appropriate regulations to 

· safeguard individual and family privacy in relation to access to genetic data, particularly as collected by genetic tests.

· prevent and redress discrimination against persons on the basis of their genome or the results of genetic tests.

· facilitate risk assessment and safety evaluation in the context of the introduction of new genomic developments.

7.
There is an urgent need to promote and encourage improved

· education  concerning the basic nature of the genome and its implications for science and society.

· general knowledge for the community so that informed decisions may be made concerning genomic developments.

· courses and information for decision-makers in the legislation, executive and judicial branches of government so that their decisions might be informed and not based merely on uninstructed intuition.

Conclusion addressed to the scientific community
8.
There is a need for communication by scientists and technologists and a willingness to convey their discoveries to the general community and decision-makers in terms that can be understood.

Conclusion Addressed to the Media

9.
There is a need for the media to communicate information concerning the developments in genomic science and technology in an accurate and informative way so as to stimulate meaningful public debate.

Conclusions Addressed to the Salzburg Seminar
10.
The conduct of this Session, following as it did the Session 368: Scientific Development and the Democratic Process, is welcomed.  The Salzburg Seminar is urged to plan a regular series of sessions on the general topic of biotechnology and its development given the rapid progress of the science and related technologies and the legal and ethical issues thereby presented.

11.
The Salzburg Seminar is encouraged to convene a special Session on the issues presented by the role of the media in relation to technology generally and to biotechnology in particular, to encourage such a Session to develop an action plan which could be recommended to global and national media, in particular for the improvement of reporting genomic developments and discussion of their implications for society.

12.
The participants welcome and accept the invitation of the Salzburg Seminar to establish an e-mail link between participants so that they may continue their dialogue following the conclusion of the Session into the years to come.

13.
The participants encourage the establishment of a Salzburg Seminar Biotechnology website to include this Statement, to include relevant international, regional and national regulatory developments and references to where these may be found on the Internet.

14.
The Salzburg Seminar should begin planning a major series of Sessions on Biotechnology issues to coincide with the 50th Anniversary of the publication by James Watson and Francis Crick in Nature in 1953 of the first description of DNA from which so much has since followed.  

The signers of this document do so in their personal capacities and not as representatives of any organization or government.
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