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LEGAL STUDIES
STUDENTS MEET
STICE MICHAEL KIRBY

Gntinuing 2 tradition he started last
ustice Michael Kirby inviled the
f the Michae! Kirdy Prize for 3 Unit
tudies 1996 plus two other students
&t with him in his Supreme Cour
erS in Sydney. Swati Johri was the
enl-in 3 Unit Legal Studies in 1996
ed by Shani Mandef and Megan Scott.
al Justice Kirby was a charmmg host
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Ms Anne Draper

‘Megan Scott, Shani Mandel and I,
pamed by Ms Draper nad the rare

v was very warm and welcoming making
feel at ease afmost instanily.
anversation ranged fromm  University
Lirses Fon Slreet niform (or Iack

ér_zeral state of the world. He was very
ng: posing for numerous photos with

ce: that this meeting had actually
nplace.

We got to sit in his Supreme Coun
mbers wh:ch has incredible harbour

aphernaha such as law journals, iaw
pho!ographs etc. He even had a
- one of his school pholos in hus

Il in ali. it was a very exciting
erience, especiafly for Megan, Shani,
On; behalf of the three of us, ! would
10, extend my thanks to Justice Kirby for
& {and for the phaotos he sent us in the
fdter on) and most importantly to Ms
Jer-who- made this meeling possible in
first plate. THANK YOU.

Swati Johri
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WHY | CHOSE A
M on

EDUCATIONAL

HIGH SCHOOL

Sra2e Chisnolm curegatly in Year 12 . Fon
Swesr, {eels vary strongly that a co-
educational  education has  enormous
benefits.  She rejecis the suggestion that
giris are academically mare iikaly io succeag
i a single-sex school and stresses the
sparmous  soclal Denefils <o 3 2o-z0
educaicn”

‘Paorsorally e  greasest pensfits from
anending co-ed schooi has Desn e dfelong
frendstups | nave made, My male friepds
ars just a3 importani 10 me AS My femaie
frends. peihaps sven mora 59 as iney
exposed MG 1o 4 complately ditterant way of
wieang bte, and offered ma & vansty of
exganences,  all of which  faught me
soimething. not only anout life 1 general out
4150 AUoul myseit. A5 a resul b snow owil
iegwe sehoel wilth not just the sdueation. ard
e sgoual skills.sequired 1o suceeed. bt aiso
the ahidity 10 adapt to different 2xpenences
arvl the configence 0 make up my own
aune a5 10 what is Dest tor me | realise
rat ¢ do not know ayarything, but ot the very
iwast 1 have the skilis {0 oreveni myseil
e explode:d and the power i fears from
e mistakes |owilt inewitably mare. The
removal of sterectypes. the nendships, 1he
e«posure and expermnceas. the social skills
and fastly ine cducaton provided by a co-
ecucainnal sahoal mean | wili succeed aftar
schoub in the ‘real’ aniid,”

"I an age wher so many effuds are being
made ¢ dummish ihe inequatites o the
workpiace and soely i general 190 women,
this whea that singie sex schoeis offer a
better schacling enveonment b fgmales, (s

A backward step  Sveryone must fedrm to
wiiek tgethier amg bram from each otpaer”
BREE CHISHOLM




g -y . o e

» RS PR R R A

Fort Streel High Sthool. now hves and works

in Papua New Guinea.




HIGH COURT JUDGE ENDOWS LEGAL STUDIES PRIZE

Fortian Justice Michael Kitby was appointed to the bench of the High Court in Decemnber 1993
and was approached by the school to endow a prize for 3 Unit Legal Studies. He genemusly
agreedd w0 donate a prize, in perpetuily, to be awarded to the student scoring the highest marks
in Legal Studies in the HSC.

Michael Kirby was bom to working class parents in Concord, He was chosen (o attend Summer
Hill Opportunity School and from there proceeded to Forr Stieet High, where, as a Prfect, he
remembers placing John Singleton on detention. At Sydney University he obtained his Bachelor
of Economics, Bachelor of Laws, Bachelor of Arts and Master of Laws with first cluss honours.
In 1975, Lionel Murphy the then Attomey General, asked Kirby o become the chaiman of the
Austrlian Law Reforn Commission. His work on the ALRC included the 1977 Australian Law
Reform Commission Report on tissue and omgan transplants, which has had a significant impact
intemationally. This mport changed the legal definition of death to "brain dead” or the
imeversible stopping of the circulation. This notion of brain death has been accepted by the
Council of Europe, the President’s Commission in the United States and the Canadian Law
Refom Commission. :

In 1993 Michael Kiby was appointed as the Uniied Nations Special Human Rights
representative to Cambedia He is the President of the Court of Appeal in the Solomon Islands,
and in November 1995 he was elected president of the Imemational Commission of Jurists.

But probably the high point in an already distinguished career was his appointment in
December 1995 to thr High Court in Canberra. He becomes the fonrth Fertian to sit on the
benches of the High Coun after Edmund Barton, H.V. Evart and Sir Garfield Barwick.

The inazgural Justice Michael Kirby Prze for 3 Unit Legal Studies was won by Marcus Maller.
As Justice Kirby could not attend speech day to present the prize, due to his committments in
Cuntberra, he kindly invited Marcus and two colleagues to take tea with him in his Chambers in
the Supreme Count building in Sydney. We are assured by fustice Kirby that the last time this
happened the invitation was extended by Justice Evatt and the invited student was fohn Kerr
(later to become govemor-generml), During the Easter break, Marcus Maller, Chns Makiis,
Cristina Chang and Anne Drper (Legal Swudies Co-ondinator) met up with Justice Kirby for
aftemoon tea and a chat. Justice Kirby was a chanming host and said that he would be pleased
to meet fuhtre winners of the Justice Michael Kirby Prize for Legal Studies. Justice Michael
Kihy's high ideals and strong interest, particulardy in the areas of human dghts and law refom,
are 0 be applanded, and we are very proud that he has agreed to endow the prize for legal
studies.




